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The following sheets are literAlly what they pro* 
fess to hv, ** Letters to a Child, on the progress of 
maritime discovery/' In compiling them, I hay« 
found it difficult to make a selection of such particu- 
lars as seemed the least common-place; at the same 
time that it was necessary to arrange these with at* 
tention to chronological order, and to notice what* 
ever appeared most likely to prove interesting to 
children, though it might take off from any preten* 
slons to originality. Of course, indeed, thete are al* 
most excluded by the nature of the work . It was chiefly 
my wish to call the attention of a child to the steps by 
which our knowledge of geography has been attained. 
This opens a source of practical Instruction, as well as 
of interest; and, in the hands of a wise and judicious 
instructor, I cannot help hoping my little volume may 
be made the first step to a course of much more valu- 
able reading. Since it has pleased Heaven to ^x our 
lot at a time when a great and general intercourse 
betweei^ brethren of all parts of the earth is parrying 
CO, it is surely right early to excite in a child's mind a 
feeling of iiiterest and fellowship in the concerns of 
that lar^e comibwiity into which it ii bora ; and is not 
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this of at least as much importance at the attempt to 
carry its thoughts back to the darkness of past ages, 
and to interest it in the lives and actions of the boast- 
ed heroes of antiquity ? Jn tracing the progress of 
geography, we really feel and perceive that we are 
travelling in a rOad of improvement. The more we 
know of the kingdoms of the earth, the more our de« 
sires for the real good of our fellow-creatures ex- 
pand, and the more we feel that it was the intention 
of Divine Providence that they nhould thus be enlarged. 
In adverting to the execution of this little book, I 
am afraid it will be thought that I have borrowed too 
largely from Dr. Robertson, to whom I am indeed 
indebted for the materials of a large proportion of 
this volume; but it was difficult to know where I 
could safely leave such a guide ; and it seemed wrong 
to desert him before I had given a brief sketch of the 
conquest of Mexico and Peru. The rest of the volume 
is chiefly abridged from Hakluyt, and from Burney*s 
<* History of Discoveries in the South Sea.** I have 
occasionally consulted other authors, but have not 
followed them for a sufficiently long time to render 
acknowledgment necessary. 

I have not accompanied the work with any maps, 
concluding that few parents would be unfurnished 
with an Atlas for the use of their children. 

New Buckmham^ 
ifarcft, 1820. 
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LETTERS, &c. 



LETTER I. 

MY DEAR JANE, 

X AM glad to find, by a 
letter from your mamma, that you are 
going on so nicely with your geography. 
I do not wonder that you are fond of 
it, for I know few studies so pleasant 
and interesting. What a wonderful 
thing it is, that we, who sit at home by 
our own fire-side, or only travel about 
our own little island, should yet be able 
to know so much concei:ning the situa- 
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tion of other countries, and about the 
people who inhabit them ! We can read 
of Asia, Africa, and America ; we can 
take up our maps, and follow the track 
of our different voyagers, into different 
parts of the ^be, without leaving our 
own quiet parlours. But all this know^ 
ledge was not gained at on^. Men 
went <Hi, for many yeigrs, learnii^ a lit* 
tie and a little more than their &therg 
had learnt before thejm. First, thej 
discovered that the rivers and seas which 
encompassed them were not meant to 
shut them up in their own countries, 
but might be the means of assisting 
them in their intercourse with other 
nations. Then, when they had learnt 
to navigate their ^Uttle awkward boats. 
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and to row them a few miles from fhe 
shore, they added, by degrees, some im- 
proTements to the construction of these 
boats. Then they took the hint from 
the little nautilus*, which they saw 
sailing about in the sea with its webbed 
feet, used partly in supporting a thin, 
Plicate manlnrane, spread out like a 
sail, and partly as the oars and raddter 
by which the little creature guides itself 
along. Perhaps you have never saen 
one of these little fish, or even a draw* 
ing of iti but you hare probably heard 
it described. It is quite certain, I be- 
Jieve, that the ancients borrowed their 
idea of a sail from it; and this makes it 
so interesting to us. But it is very 

* Argonauta Arga 
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curious in itself. When the sea is 
calm, great numj^ers of the nautilus 
are seen sailing about upon its surface; 
but if a storm comes, or any thing dis- 
turbs them, they draw their arms into 
their shell, lower their sail, and take in 
as much water as makes them a little 
heavier than the sea-water in which 
they swim, and down they sink to the 
bottom. When they want to rise again 
to the surfiftce, they expel, through their 
sidesj some of the sea-water ; and thus 
making themselves lighter than the ele- 
ment, they presently rise to the top and 
sail again. I do not find that any body 
has been so ingenious yet, as to contrive 
a way of sinking a ship to the bottom of 
the sea, and then bringing it up again ; 
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though i have seen a man go down in 
what is called a diving-bell, and remain 
under water for a quarter of an hour; 
and have heard of a party of ladies and 
gentlemen who descended into the sea 
in the same way^ and sung glees and 
catches to the fishes below*! Do you 
not think the fishes must have wondered 
what musical companions were come to 
live among them ? As to men and wo- 
men flying about in balloons among the 
clouds, you know that is so common now, 
that you must not be at all surprised to 
see me riding in the air towards London. 
But this flying and swimming is rather 

T The newfpapera inform tis of this ibat beiog re. 
cently performed, hj Misfe Stephens and a party of her 
friends. 

B 3 
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a dangerous matter, and it has quite 
run away with me, you see. In my next 
letter I must go back to the little nau- 
tilus. Now farewell ! 



LETTER II. 

I. 

MY DEAR JANE, 

Men l^nmt what was really 
useful of the nautilus, when it taught 
them to guide their vessels so as that 
they could venture into unknown seas. 
Then they learned more of the wonder- 
ful works of God than they ever knew 
before: then they found in what a 
number of different ways his power and 
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goodness are displayed. But many, 
many years passed away, before they 
ventured to sail upon those vast oceans 
which are now explored by so many 
ships. The Mediterranean Sea was for 
a long time the only scene of their ma- 
ritime undertakings. If you consider a 
little, you will not be surprised at this; 
for in the times of which I am speaking, 
almost all the civilized people of the 
world lived on the borders of the Medi- 
terranean. The Phoenicians, who were 
great merchants, and dwelt in the cities 
of Tjre and Sidon, which your mamma 
will show you in the map, are the first 
great navigators of whom we read. 
You recollect, perhaps, that it was tq 
Hiram, the king of Tyre, that king 
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Skdomon sent*, when he wanted cedars 
from Mount Lebanon, to build the beau- 
tiful temple at Jerusalem. The merchants 
of Tjrre and Sidon built themsdves ves- 
sels of the timber from Lebanon, and 
sailed about the Mediterranean, carry- 
ing merchandise backwards and for- 
wards, to the countries which lie around 
it Thejr made themselves masters of 
some commodious harbours at the bot- 
tom of the AraWan Gulf; by which 
means they were able to trade with 
Arabia and Judea on one hand, and 
tiie eastern coast of Africa on the other. 
By and by these Phoenicians grew so 
rich, that they were aUe to send out 
colonies: the principal of which wa$ 

• B. a 1612. 
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Carthage, founded 700 years before 
Christ; and this city soon became one 
of the most splendid in the world, sur-^^ 
passing Tyre itself. Carthage sent but 
her nayigatoi*s too; and these passed 
through the straits of Gibraltar, which 
were then called the Pillars of Hercules^ 
and discovered the Fortunate Islands^ 
and our own country, Great Britain. 
There is a story also of the Phoenidana 
having once sailed round the southern 
coast of Africa^; but this is not gene- 
rally believed. 

It will be worth your while to look at 
a map of the world, as known to the 
ancients, and compare it with one of 
our modem maps, before you read an^ 

•B.C. wo. 
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fdrther, that you may see what ideas 
were then entertained respecting the 
situation of different countries, and how 
large a part of the world was yet un- 
known to the ancients. You will find 
no America in the ancient map ; and if 
you look at Africa, you see that, instead 
oS diminishing in breadth towards the 
south, as is really the case, the geogra- 
phers of these times imagined it spread 
itself greatly to the west: so that it was 
hardly thought possible for ships to get 
round it It was only experience which 
corrected these errors. Then another 
mistaken notion for many years pre- 
vented any further progress being made; 
and this I must mention, because you 
will find it of some consequence. The 
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undents divided the earthy as we do, 
into fiye zones; two frigid, two tempe* 
rate, and one torrid. But they fancied 
that it was impossible to cross the torrid 
zone, which, they thought, spread itself 
like a belt of fire between the two tern* 
perate regions, and would foi^ ever sepa- 
rate their inhabitants. They supposed 
that the moment a ship passed the 
boundary of the temperate zone, it must 
certainly be burnt up, together with its 
rash masters. We smile at this notion 
now; for we know that beautiful and 
fertile countries lie within the tomd 
zotie; and that although the heat in- 
creases as we approach nearer the line, 
it is gradual, not sudden, and will not 
consume either ships or men. If you 
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will go on with me a little further, we 
shidl see how these blunders will be cor- 
iiected. In the mean time, ferewell ! 

Your liffSectionate aunt. 



LETTER III. 

MY DEAE JANE, 

You know that India has 
always been . famous for its valuable 
spices and silks, which have been sought 
for, with great eagerness, by all the ci* 
vilized nations of the world, as far back 
as history can lead us. The immense 
quantities of these articles which have 
always been consumed in Europe, ren- 
dered it extremely desirable that they 
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should be conveyed thither at as small, 
an ^cpense as possible; but the little 
knowledge which the ancients possessed 
of navigation, made it necessary to trans* 
port them partly by land, the most ex- 
pensive and tedious method of carriage. 
NoWf you know, European ships convey 
thetn at once from India and the neigh- 
bouring islands, by sea, round the Cape 
of Good Hope ; but before this passage 
was discovered, these spices and alks 
were conveyed, first, down the river 
Indus (which you will find in the map 
of India) to the bottom of the Persian 
Gulph, where the river Euphrates &IL1 
into it. Then, sailing up that river as 
far as it was navigable, the merchi^nts 
were obliged to make a long land- 
c 
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jcmrney as £Eur as Tyre and the neigh- 
bouring p<Hrts» whence goods were 
sUpped off and sent by the Mediterra- 
nean Sea to Gkeece, Italj^ and the 
ninrthem coast of Africa. After some 
time had dapsed, however^ Alexand^ 
the Great, of whoae lustcny jrou will 
read more by and by, besieged 
and took the famous city of Tyre, 
which he entirely destroyed*. .He 
tiien founded another city^ which 
he called Al^candriaf, after himself. 
He pbced it near one of the niouths <^ 
the river Nile, judging that this would 
he fbund a ^lery advantageous situ&tioa; 
and 80 it proved: for very soon aftar- 

* B.C. 3S2. Sidon destroyed 19 years before Tvre. 
t B.C 3sa 
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wards a new course of navigation from 
India was adopted. Vessels now struck 
directly across the Arabian Sea from the 
continent of India, till tjiey came to the 
straits of Babdmandel leading into the 
Arabian Gulf or Red Sea. SaiUng down 
this sea, and trading on each side of it, 
they were obliged to convey their goods 
by land from Berenice, a town tm tht 
AraUan Gulf, to Gc^itos, situated on 
one erf the branches of the Nile ; a Jour- 
ney of 258 miles, and generally accom^ 
plished in twelve days. This seems a 
long time, when you recollect that our 
mail-coaches will travel 100 miles in 
twelve bours; but the caravans which 
conveyed goods ftt^m India were oWi-' 
ged to travel only in the night, and 
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rery slowly, in consequence o£ the heat 
of the climate : then, when the cai^oes 
arrived at Coptos, they w«« conveyed 
along the Nile to Alexandria, and from 
thence shipped and sent off to the comi- 
tries round the Mediterranean. Thus 
it was that the Egyptian navigation 
aros^ and Tyre and Carthage were for- 
gotten. But Alexandria^ was taken by 
the JMahomedans, who burnt its feunous 
library, which contained more learning 
than all the world beside; and the chief 
seat of the Indian trade after this, for a 
long period, was Constantinq)lef . Yet 
even there, the Mahometans at length 
were conquer(»s. x They took this great 
aty from the Christians t; and Venice, 
centering into a treaty with them^ be* 

♦A.a 1640. t See note A. Q^^jp. 145^ 
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came one of the richest and most busy 
cities in the world; for all the wealth of 
India passed through the hands of the 
Venetian merchatits, and was conveyed 
by their means to Europe. This en- 
riched one city 4 but it excited a great 
deal of jealousy among the other Eu- 
ropean states, who wanted to procwe 
the valuable i»*oduction8 of India at a 
cheaper rate, and found themselves com- 
pletely in the power of the Venetians, 
and obliged to pay their price for them. 
It was natural, therefore, that they 
should endeavour to find some channel 
by which they could carry on this trade 
without interference. We shall soon 
learn how well they succeeded. 
Nowfarewdl! 

P 3 
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LETTER IV. 

MY DEAR JANE, 

A VEEY important discovery- 
was made in the year 1302, bj Flavio 
de Gioia, a Neapolitan : this was the 
invention of the mariner's compass. I 
am not quite sure that my explanation 
will make you understand the use of 
thia instrument perfectly, and perhaps 
you will prevail on your papa to take 
you to see one ; but I will just tell you 
that it is a small rod of iron, or needle, 
as it is called, which has been touched 
witii a loadstone, so as to beccMDoe a 
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magnet It had been discovered, long 
before, that a magnetic needle of this 
kind always turned to the north and 
south poles. With such an instrument 
as this, mariners need no longer have 
been afraid of venturing into the open 
seas. They could not lose themselves 
when they had a sure guide, which al* 
ways showed them in what direction 
they were steering. Another century, 
however, passed away, and little use 
was made of this discovery. 

I told you that the Phcenicians, who 
settled at Carthage, discovered the For* 
tunate Ides, or Canaries. For a loi^ 
time, however, navigators seemed to 
grow more timid and cautious than their 
predecessors; and it does not appear 
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thdt» for some centuries, Europeans vi- 
^ted these islands, till, in the year 1365, 
A.D. somel^anish vessels touched there, 
^his was the beginning of a series of 
TOyages, of discovery, afterwards under* 
taken by different European nations, 
and principally by the Portuguese. 

The Portuguese were a very active 
people ; and though their kingdom was 
not large, they made themselves re* 
nowned by their commerce and their 
great discoveries. When John the First, 
one of the best and cleverest of their 
iSm. } kings, ascended the throne, he 
ient out some ships to explore the 
western coast of Africa ; for no vessels 
had yet sailed further along this coart 
than to CapeNon, which, you will fie#» 
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lies at no very great distance from 
Portugal. Hitherto, however, it had 
been thought impossible to pass this 
Cape; but King John's captains were a 
little more bold, and they sailed about 
160 miles beyond it, to Cape Bojador. 
I think we may compare these attempts 
at discovery, to little Frederick's learn- 
ing to walk. First it seemed a great 
thing that he could walk with the help of 
one finger: then, how pleased we were 
to see him totter from mamma to the 
nurse-maid, for about two yards, on the 
carpet: then, how in*oud he looked, 
when be had ventured quite across the 
room ! and now, I suppose, he trots as 
bravely about as my little Emma herself. 
The discoveries of men have always 
been like the eflforts of children. Frc 
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very sniall beginni&gg, hare been achiey-* 
ed the best and noblest things we hare 
learnt. Therefore, nerer let us laugh at 
awkward beginners : not even at Emma, 
when fthe begins to sew, by cobbling a 
pieee of rag over and over ; nor at Mea- 
dows, when he first says his hie, hoc, hoc : 
nor at J<ne, when ste first attempts to 
pronounce French. Let them all per* 
severe. By perseverance, King John's 
captaiiM |M»sed Cape Non; by perse* 
vjerante they at last douUed the Cape 
of Good Hope; and by perseverance 
Columbus discovered America* 

But I have traveUed too last; for as 
yet I am a great way from the Cape of 
Good Hope. 

Now, &reweU! my fellow^vpyager, 
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LETTER V. 

MY DEAE JANE, 

King John the First, of 
Portugal bad a son called Heorjr, a 
brave and good prince. He was not only 
verj clever, but he wms afarajrs anxious 
to do what he could jEbr the ben^ of 
others; and he took for Ms device a 
motto which showed how much be had 
this at heart: ^ Udent ^dok^gqod^. 
He was beloved by every sm^\ «iid when 
he esfo^ssed his wisL to extend Uie 
progress of discoveapy along the A&icanf 

* EobertiQiii*^ America^ iroL i p^ 
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coasts a number of persons offered them- 
selres, as adventurers on this expeditiop. 
Prince Henry, however, fitted out but 
one ship; and directed his captains, if 
possible, to pass Cape Bojador. They 
set sail, and, according to their usual 
plan, kept cautiously near to the shore; 
but a vident storm of wind arising, obli- 
ged them, much against their inclina- 
tion, to laundi into the open sea ; and 
after some days' sailing, they discovered 
HS:}^an island, which they called 
Porto Santo. This seems a small dis- 
covery too, but it was thought much of 
at the time; and next year Prince Henry 
sent out three more ships^ which settled 
a colony upon this island. When they 
began to fix themselves there, some of 
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tiie colonists observed, towards the 
souths one &ied spot in the horizon, 
which always lodced like a small black 
doud. Conjecturing that this might be 
land, they sailed towards it, and arrived 
IfSi i at a considerable island, unin- 
habited, and covered with wood, Which 
on that account they called Madetru^ 
which signifies timber*. I must stop 
there, just to tell you that Prince Henry 
procured some slips of the vine from the 
island of Cyprus, and had them pfamtod 
at Madeira ; and these grapes have ever 
since supplied Europe with the wine 
called M^eira wine. The Portuguese 
planted sugar-canes here too; and as 
they found themselves greatly bend&ted 



• See Note B. 
B 
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by this dtscovery, it was an encourage^ 
ment to them to frooeed. In a few- 
years mope, Prmee Henry's ei^tains had 
fimnd their way poJSt Cape Bojador, the 
whde way to Cspe V«d, 

You remember what I told you of the 
terrible idea which the ancients had 
formed respecting the torrid zone. Now 
that the Portuguese hod actually crossed 
that iieuicied boundary, and were advanc* 
iag fiirther and further into the dreaded 
r^on, all these aj^rehensions revived ; 
and the loi^-established ideas en the 
subject were greatly confirmed^ by the 
s^fat of tiie inhabitants of the countries 
at which they were now arrived. Their 
blade faces, and short, curled hair, greatly 
surprised the Eunqpeans, as might be 
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expected ; aad it required all Prime 

Henrjr^s efibrts to prevaQ upon any one 

to second him in bis wishes to extend 

hSs discoveries. This did not discount 

YAwt however. He implied for protec* 

tioii to the pope5 who was very powerful 

at this time ; and the pope granted to 

Iiim, and to all tbe kings of Porti^al 

wW should come after him, a right to 

the pofiBession oi all the couAtricfs which 

should be discovered between Cape Noi^ 

and the continent of India. When we 

look at a map, and see what a vast tract 

of country Hm takes in, we may wdl be 

surprised that one little kingdom should 

ever have been put into possession of it. 

But neitiier the pope, nor Prince Heni^, 

Iwew wh»t it reaUy was, Perh^ the 
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pope thought it was but a poor present af- 
ter all, for that Prince Henry and his peo- 
ple would soon be burnt up in the torrid 
zone. But in this they were much mis- 
taken; for ships came back from Guinea 
laden with gold-dust, and gums^ and 
ivory. 

Soon afterwards Prince Henry died, 
very much regretted by his countrymen. 
I cannot better finish this letter, than by 
telling you something more, which will 
make you love him better still. It was 
his great wish to make Christians of tiie 
poor people of the countries which he 
discovered, and he sent ministers among 
tiiepd to teach and instruct thenu I am 
afraid, however, that these ministers, 
&ough they wished to do good, did not 
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know the best way of doing it ; for, at 
first, they did not take pains to learn the 
language of the people among whom 
they went, so that it was quite impos^ 
sible these poor creatures should know 
what was required of them. Then, 
without waiting to see whether they 
knew the meaning of what was told 
them about God, and our Saviour, and 
the Bible, they were baptized, and called 
Christians. Our missionaries act in a 
more sensible way now; for when they 
go into a heathen country, they try to 
make themselves acquainted with the 
people and their language : they endea^ 
vour too, to teach them the useftil arts, 
of which they find the advantage ; and 
ftis gires them confi^tence in their new 
d3 
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friends. What a pleasure must it then 
be to these poor people, to be told all 
that we learn in the Bible ! I do not 
wonder Prince Henry was eager to teach 
them this ; and we must love him for it, 
though he did not follow the best plan. 
But I must bid you farewell for the 
present. 

Your affectionate aunt. 



LETTER VI. 

MY PEAK JANE, 

Soon after Prince Henry's death, 
another J^^ became king of PcnrtugaL 
This John the Second was as ei^^er after 
discoveries as Henry had beati, and nuxre 
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tmccessful. He fitted out a fieet of ships, 
and sent them to explore the Aftican 
coast By this time^ yon may suppose^ 
people had found that it was a great mis* 
take to think the continent of Africa 
qpread itself out more to the west in its 
sottt^era parts. Instead of this, it was 
observed to contract and indine toward 
the e^^t; and navigators b^an to think 
that perhaps it was possible to pass round 
it, and visit India in that direction. Ac« 
cordingly, king John the Second's men, 
commanded by a brave officer, Bartholo* 
jnew Diaz, steered boldly along towards 
the south, and proceeding more than a 
thousand miles beyond the utmost limits 
to which other sl^ps had advaaded, they 
at length saw the Cape of Good Hi^ie, 
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whidi is^ you ktiow^ ike most sooth^ly 
promoBtoryof Afika. Diaz eticoimteted 
^uch cbeadfiil rtonm^ here^ and in the 
'(^.} Bdghbooring seas, that he dashs^ 
fiofc venture to poB^it, and calidd it Cape 
Tormentaso, or the SMnay Cupe ; but 
when be returned to Portu^d, king Jcrfm, 
who had i)een at home and at ease the 
whole time» and little knew the danger^ 
to which poor Diaz had been exposed, 
cafled it the Cape of Good Hope, because 
he hoped he shofdd now soon find the 
kmg^w^ed for pas^e to India. Dia2 
wa9 axteen month$ on tibis voyage. He 
suffered woeh from want of pifovisions, 
having bad the inisftirtune to lose his 
itore-<sbip; add to v^di^h, the sailws re- 
beUed against him. Nothing more of 
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consequence was attenqited dimng king 
John's reign; but bis successor, £manuel» 
sent out three sbips finr tbe purposeof ma« 
king further discovery. Tbese^pswere 
commanded by Vasco de Gama, and set 
sail on tbe 8tb of June, 1497, exaotfy ten 
years after the Cape of Good Hope had 
first been discovered by Diaz« Vasco de 
Gamawas unfortunate in the timeof com- 
mencing tbis expedition, which was a par- 
ticularly unfiivourable one, and he bad to 
struggle four months with contrary winds 
before he reached the Cape of Good 
Hope In the way thither he discovered 
the island of S%. Helena, of which we have 
heard so much since Buonaparte has been 
sent thither. Its inhabitants were very 
savageand fierce in their characters, and 
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they behaiiced so badly to the Portov 
giKese, Uiat they were glad to pursue 
their v^jrage as quickly as they could. 
On the SlOth of Noreinber, Yasco dA 
Gama had the pleasaie of seeing the 
Cspe of Good Hope, but wm preyented 
pasBing it by stoitina for two days: at 
length, when these were abated, he had 
the satis&ction of doubUag Om n»^ty 
]Mromontory,and of findix^ hisiself on the 
eastern coast (rf Africa! N(SW it seemed 
that the way to India was open to him, 
ftnd joyfiiUy on he went : he touched at 
many ports op the African coast; and at 
last arrived at Calecut,upon the coast 6f 
Malabar, on the aStod of May, 149& As 
soon as his vessel had cast anchor, a num- 
ber of peo|^ can^e pff from the sM^ (q 
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dee the strangers; and among them, to 
to the great delight of the Portuguese^ 
-was one man who could s|)eak S^n^. 
Ha infonmd ^em tiiat ^ nsme ci tihe 
king of this eouotoy was Z&monn, and 
and advised Vasco de Gama to send and 
inform him what his intetitionis were in 
visiting these parts. Thk advice was fol-» 
lowed, and Zamorin sent word t^at he 
would come himbelf to Calecut, to seethe 
Portuguese*. 

As soon as be arrived^ Vasco de Gatna 
and ^me of his train went on shore to 
meet him: they were conducted first to 
an Indian pagoda, or temjde, of vast size. 
At first the Portuguese flattered ^lem^^ 
selyes, fifpm several drcumstaDceii, that 

* See Note C- 
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this was a Christian church ; tmt they 

were very soon undeceived when thej 

were taken into the building, and sanr 

the {Hctures of the idob whkE iheae 

poor Indians worshipped. Here they did 

not remain long, but were conducted to* 

wards the palace of Zamorin, which was 

a very pleasant resideiM:e, surrounded by 

gardens adorned with fountaiiu. iAt the 

gate they were received by the priests of 

the country, who are called Bicahinins^ 

and by them were introduced to the king. 

The floor of the palace was covered with 

green velvet, and the walls hung with 

silk stuffs of various colours. Zamorin 

was seated here, very richly dressed, with 

a great profusicm of diamonds and pearls. 

He received Yasco de Gama graciously. 
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^d after giving him some refreshments, 
he ordered his attendants to bring them 
water to drink. De Gama and his aien 
bad observed the Indian method of disk- 
ing, and wished to conform to it^ as they 
thought it best not to differ from these 
people more than they could help; but 
their awkward attempts diverted Zamo^ 
rin exceedingly. These Indians do not 
touch the mouth of the vessel out (tf 
which they drii^, with their lip8> bu^ 
hold it at some distance, and allow the 
water to flow into thdr mouths; and po(xr 
Vasco de Gama, in his attempts to be 
polite, very nearly suffocated himself^ 
After a while the king ipquired the ham^ 
of their country, and the reason of their 
comii^i and V^QodeGama e;^ressed the 
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wish of the Portuguese to enter inta 
trade with the Indians, now that they 
had discovered a more convenient way 
of carrying it on. Zamorin replied very 
courteously, and promised to send an 
ambassador to Portugal. So far all went 
on well ; but after a little time the Por- 
tuguese had great reasons to suspect Za- 
morin of treachery, and accordingly his 
behaviour was such, that de Gama was 
very glad indeed to set sail for Portugal, 
as early as ever he could, not having a 
sufficient force to resist any attacks that 
might be made upon him. His voyage 
home was long, and he did not reach 
Lisbon till September, 1499, having been 
absent two years, two months, and five 
days. Thus, the long-wished for passage 
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tolndia was d^overed; and thiis,you sec^ 
patience and perseverance were at len^ 
rewarded. 

In my next letter, if you are not tired 
of discoveries, we will take a voyage to 
the west. 

Ill the mean time, I remain. 

Your affectionate amit. 



LETTER VII. 

MY DEAR JANE, 

I AM going to take you notr 
across the Western or Atlantic Ocean^ 
which I should have done before, if I had 
not thought it best to finish the history 
of the Portuguese discovaies toward the 
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East, in the &nt place. However, yCRi 
wSl observe that America was discovered 
five years before any Eurqpean ships bad 
passed the Caipe of Good Hope. I am 
now going to give you the history of 
Christopher Columbus, the discoverer of 
the new worid, and I think he will in- 
ter^rt you very mudi. Columbus was a 
native of Gtenoa, a state in Italy which 
had been famed for trade long before; but 
he early served with the Portuguese in 
their voyages of discovery, and had ac- 
quired so much experience and informa- 
tion, th9,t he was reckoned one of the 
best navigators of his time. You know, 
that by the time the Portuguese had 
sailed as fkr as Cape Verd, on the Afri- 
can coast, they b^an to entertain hopes 
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o£ finding the way to India; fol* that Was 
the darling object of navigators : but dtaU 
they were certain that, even if it were 
discovered, it nnist be a very long and 
dangerous voyage, and they ware doubt-^ 
ful whether i?hips could ever venture to 
trade backwards and forwards in the 
midst of so many perils. Beflecting on 
these things, Columbus was led to con* 
sider whether it might not be possible to 
find out a shorter route to the East Int 
dies. You would hardly have guessed, 
perhaps, that, after turning it over in his 
mind a long time, he shoidd at last have 
concluded, that the shortest way of sail- 
ing to the East Indies, would be fcHUid by 
striking directly west, across the Atlaur 
tic direction. However, the reasonings 
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had, many of them, a vey good founda- 
tion. He knew the fimn ci the earth, 
and it £d not seem a Hkdy thing that 
the whole western side of the globe 
sbouM be occupied by water. Besides, 
a Portuguese pilot having stretched a 
great way out at sea to the west, had 
picked up a piece of carved timber float- 
ing on the water ; and as it was driven 
by a westerly wind, he concluded it must 
come from land situated in that direction^ 
The only great error into which Colum- 
bus fen, was that c^ supposing this un- 
known country to be part of the conti- 
nent of India. But ancient geographers, 
I must tell you, had imagined this con- 
tinent to be much larger than it really is; 
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80 that it was perfectly natural in Co- 
lumbus to suppose he should fall in witK 
it, if he kept a westerly Course. One 
thing about his character pleases me par- 
ticularly. Though he had gained so 
much experience, and had the best rea- 
sons for supposing he was right in his 
conjectures, he was too modest to act up- * 
on his own judgment only. He careful- 
ly consulted the wisest men of his time; 
and though not easily discouraged when 
they started difficulties, he was gentle, 
and yielded to th^ advice whenever he 
possibly could. A conceited, presumptu- 
ous man, would probably have given up 
the undertaking, had he met with only 
half Columbus's difficulties; but this great 
iind good man showed that zeal and per-*^ 
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severance are best joined with humility 
and prudence. I hope we shall always 
remember this. 

Now farewell. 



LETTER VIII. 

MY DKAR JANE, 

The first thing Columbus, 
did, was to try and interest some of 
the kings and great men in Europe in 
his plans. I told you he was a native of 
Genoa: it was natural, therefore, for him 
to apply first to the Gtenoese; but his 
countrymen would have nothing to say 
to him, so Coiumbus went directly to 
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Jcrfin the Second, king of Portugal, think* 
ing it most probable he should find pa- 
tronage at his court. He was not alto- 
gether disappointed; for king John listen- 
ed to his plans, and promised him great 
encouragement. But, unfortunately for 
Columbus, there were a great many men 
at this court, so prejudiced in fiaTOur of 
tlie idea of an eastern passage, that they 
looked with great dislike upon him, 
merely for proposing something difierent. 
How foolish and how wrong was this! 
If these men had really wished for know- 
ledge, as prince Henry did, for the sake 
of doing good, they would never have 
quarrelled with Columbus, only because 
he pcmited out siome new object of atten- 
tion to them. They were even mean 
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and dishonest enough, at last, to persuade 
king John to send out a ship secretly to 
explore the Atlantic O^ean, in the direc- 
tion which Columbus pointed out, in or- 
dei' to rob hiip, if possible, of the pleasure 
of discovery. But the commander of 
this vessel had neither perseverance nor 
skill, and was sQon obliged to put back 
to Portugal. Columbus, finding how ill 
he had been treated, left the court of 
king John and went to Spain. He also 
sent his brother to England, to king 
Henry the Seventh, (who was then the 
reigning monarch,) determined not to 
neglect any means of obtaining protec- 
tion and assistance in pursuing his object. 
For a long time he was still unsuccessful. 
Eight years passed away, while he was 
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endeavouring to prevail on the king and 
queen of Spain to patronize him. Some- 
times he was allowed to hope, and was 
again disappointed. What a trial for Co- 
lumbus's patience and perseverance! At 
last the queen of Spain, Isabella, was 
prevailed upon to listen to him more fa- 
vourably. The king, Ferdinand, was 
still distrustful of him ; but at last they 
granted him permission to equip three 
ships, for a voyage across the Atlantic. 
At that time vessels were not built in a 
very strong or skilful manner; and those 
which were given to Columbus were very 
poorly constructed. However, after wait- 
ing so long, Columbas was too eager to 
hegia his undeitaking to think much of 
tiiese difficulties. Kotallhishurry^how^ 
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ever; not all his doubts and fears, lest 
the king and queen should chmq^e their 
opinions on the subject of his voyage, 
could make him n^lect what he rightly 
thought bis first duty. One great object 
of this undertaking, was to carry the 
knowledge <^ God into a country w^ch 
knew him not; and Columbus would not 
' set out, without publicly praying to Gk>d 
to grant lum and his followers success. 
The day after this, (it was on a Friday, 
the 8d of August,1492,)Columbus's shqis 
sailed away from the coast of Spaan^ 
The peofle stood in crowds on the shore 
all rcHJmd, joining their prayers together, 
thaf God would bless and keep the voy* 
^gers, who were g^ng to sail upon a vast 
ocea«» where ae dupbttd ever bewb^Gm« 
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We cannot know what Cdumbus and 
his men felt ; but we may suppose, tliat 
when they locdsied behind them, at the 
land of which they saw less and less eve- 
ry hoiir^ and before them, on the wide, 
wide sea they were to cross, they must 
have felt rather serious at the thought 
of what they had undertaken. It was 
too late to repent, however, t^iough Co- 
lumbus was sdrry to see that many of his 
men began already to bewail themsdves^ 
and to wish they h^ not accompanied 
him; You may judge how difficult it 
must have been for one man to govern a 
crew of people, none of whom ware in- 
terested, as be was, in the success of the 
voyage; and none, perhsq^is, had the same 
reliance on tl^e good providence of God. 
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However, Columbus did his best to cheer 
and to rouse them. They stopped a little 
time at the Caxiaries, and then steered, 
as nearly as possible, in the same la- 
titude directly west. When they had 
sailed on for about tiiree weeks, and were 
400 leagues from the Canaries, they 
found the sea on a sudden so covered 
with weeds as to be like a green meadow. 
This appearance alarmed the sailors very 
much : they thought they were come to 
the world's end, and that it would be the 
height of madness to pursue the voyage 
any further. Every day they became 
more turbulent and noisy in their wishes 
tp return to Spain. Still Columbus found 
excuses for complying with their re- 
quests, till at length, when they had sail- 
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e^ abont 700 leagues west of the Cana^ 
lies, he was obliged to yield so far^ as to 
promise that if they did not see land in 
three daysy he wouM i^tum homewards. 
Upon this the sailors were a little paci* 
fied, and they pursued the voyage more 
cheerfully. Not many hours afterwards, 
the crew of one of the ships took up a 
cane which floated on the water, and 
seemed to have been newly cut: another 
vessel picked up a piece of carved wood; 
and flints of birds came round the ship, 
so that Columbus was confident they 
could not now be far from the land* 
Night came on, and he ordered the ship^ 
to lie to, and to keep strict watch. How 
anxious must he have felt that night, af- 
ter his toil and trouble, when he thought 
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that he was perhaps close to this un- 
known country, and should see it when 
the morning came! Neither he nor any 
rf his men could sleep: they staid on 
the deck, looking towards the west, and 
watching till the first beams of the sun 
should give them light enough to see this 
new w(Mid. About two hours after mid* 
night, a cry <tf "land! land!'* was heard 
from one of the ships, the crew of which 
had seen a Hght upon the shore. At last 
^^^} the bright sun rose, and they saw 
an island about two leagues from them, 
covered with wood, and watered by many 
streams*. XThe crews of the ships burst 

* See a beautiful passage in Mr. Rogers's Poem on 
the "Voyage of Columbus." 
'^ The sails were farVA : with many a melting close 
Solemn and slow the erening anthem rose, 
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forth into a loud hymn of thanksgiving 
to God, for the success which had at- 
tended them. Then they besought Co- 
lumbus to forgive them for all their ill- 
behaviour; and the very people who had 

Bose to the virgin. 'Twas the hour of day 
When setting suns o^er summer seas display 
A path of glory, opening in the west 
To golden dimes, and islands of the blest. 
And human voices, on the silent air, 
Went o'er the waves in songs of gladness there! 
Chosen of men ! twas thine, at noon of night, 
First from the prow to hail the glimmering light. 
' Pedro ! Rodrigo ! there, methought, it shone I 
There, in the west ! and now alas ! 'tis gone ! 
'Twas all a dream ! we gaze and gaze in vain ! 
But, marie and speak not, there it eomes again! 
It moves! what form unseen, what being there 
With torch-like lustre fires the murky air! 
His instincts, passions, say, how like our own ! 
Oh ! when will day reveal a world unknown.' " 
F 3 
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been ready to throw him overboard a few 
hours before, were now ready to worship 
him, as if he had be^i something nu»re 
thaaman* 

Aft soon itt it was posaUe, all the 
boat^ were b r ough t out, and thejr rowed 
towards the island, with their colours 
flying and martial music playing. Co- 
lumbus was the first who set foot on 
the shore: he landed in a rich dress, 
with a naked ^word in his hand. Then 
his men followed, and kneeliisg down 
they kissed the groimd, and returned 
thanks to Gk)d for having brought them 
in sa&ty hither. After thk, they took 
solemn possession of the country, in the 
name of the king and queen of Spain. 
Columbus called tiiis island San Salva- 
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dor: it is one of a cluster of islands eeU- 
ed the Bahamas, which you will find in 
the map of the West Indies. 

Having l»*ought yoii so far> I must 
conclude this long letter, and w31 tdl 
you about the inhabitants of thb new-* 
discovered land in my next. 

Your afiSectionate aunt. 



LETTER IX. 

MY DEAR JANE, 

When the people of San 
Salvador saw the ships in which Colum- 
bus and his men sailed towards their 
island, no wondtr they were astonished 
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4hd half frightened at a sight so new to 
them. What great winged things could 
these be, which came riding on the wa- 
ter towards them ? And when Colum- 
bus landed, and these poor people saw 
the white skins of the Europeans, their 
dress and their arms, and heard the 
music, which accompanied them, every 
thing about them seemed so new, so sin- 
gular, that it was no wonder they fancied 
the Spaniards were some superior beings, 
come down, perhaps, from heaven, to con- 
fer benefits upon them. What a blessing 
it would have been, had the Spaniards 
Qft^rwards behaved with kindness and 
humanity to them ! They were weak, and 
the white men were strong; and these 
poor islanders were so gentle in their tem- 
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pers, that it would hare been easy to live 
peaceably with them. I am afraid, when 
we read on, we shall find much to make 
us ashamed of Europeans. The natives 
of this island were of a dusky capp&t co* 
lour. They wore their long black hair 
floating on their shoulders; and tiieir 
faces, and several parts of theur bodies^ 
were painted with bright, glaring colours^. 
They soon became familiair with the Spa* 
niards, and were delighted with the glasi^ 
beads, and some other pretty, showy 
things which were given to them; iii re- 
turn for which they sold their guests such 
provisions as they had, and some cotton 
yam. Towards evening Columbus re- 
turned to his ship, and many of the 
islanders with him in then: little boats. 
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which they called canoes.^Golumbus 
saon ^slW that this was^ot the country 
for which he was in search; but he 
thought it might probably be one of the 
islands which lie to the east of the con- 
tinent of India, and he was the more con- 
firmed in this opitiion^ because he observ- 
ed that the people mostly wore ornaments 
of gold; and when asked where they ob- 
t^tied this metal, always pointed towards 
the south, giving him to understand that 
gold ^bounded in some countries which 
Ifty in that direction. He resolved, there- 
fore, to sail that way ; and taking with 
him two of the natives, to serv^ as inter- 
preters, he left San Salvador. He soon 
«aw several islands, but made no stay at 
any of them, till he arrived at one much 
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larger than the others. The natives call- 
ed it Cuba ; and you will find it easily in 
the map of the West India islands, which 
are situated in the Gulf of Mexico. As 
yet, you will remember, Columbus had 
seen nothing of the great continent of 
America. The island of Cuba he found 
rery fertile and beautiftil; but the people, 
when asked where they obtained their 
gold ornaments, always pointed to the 
east, where, they said, a country called 
Hayti was situated. The poor natives 
were astonished at the eagerness of the 
Spaniards to get gold, and wiHingly ex- 
changed all they had for beads and other 
trifles. Columbus, directed by them, sail-' 
ed on to Hayti, which he called Hispa- 
nidia: and was delighted with it» beauty 
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and fertility. Here he was in a dan- 
gerous situation. You may imagine how*, 
much he had to think of and to manage, 
as not one among his officers was able to 
assist him in laying his^ plans and givii^ 
directions to his men. One mght he 
went to bed quite tired out; for he had 
not had time to get any rest for two 
nights before. He gave the helm of tlie 
ship to a pilots with strict charges not to 
leave it Sot a moment; but the pilot dis- 
obeyed him, and carelessly gave it to a 
little cabin boy, who let the ship drive 
upon a rock. The violence of the shock 
awoke poor Columbus: he ran up to the 
deck; but all he could do was in vain. 
The vessel filled with water so fast, that 
had Mt.the aaa been very smoothj and 
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boats been obtained from the other ships« 
they must all have been }ost. The poor 
natives of Hispaniola and their prince^ 
Ijiehaved very kindly to the Spaniards: 
they assisteii them in carrying their gooda 
on shore from the wreck, and guarded 
them as carefully as if they had belong- 
ed to themselves. Thus Columbus's own 
ship was destroyed: ' and thus he was 1^ 
with only one vessel, at this great distance 
from home; for, I am sorry to say, that 
the commander of his next best i^ip, the 
Pinta, had quitted the rest, and, Cokim- 
bus feared, had returned to Spain with* 
out him. This vexed him very much, 
lor when he knew how much pains he 
had taken to persuade his companions to 
veittim so fiwr, it seemed a hard ibipg ta 

G 
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be robbed of the pleasuire of carrying the 
first news of his discoveries himself. Be- 
sides, he had now only the smallest and 
poorest of his ships to carry home its own 
crew, and the crew of the ship- wrecked 
vessel, across this wide ocean. Colum- 
bus now saw it would be in vain to at^- 
tempt any thing more in the way of dis- 
covery, under such circumstances. His 
first desire, therefore, was to return to 
Spain as fast as he could, and persuade 
the king and queen to give him some more 
ships, that he might try his success again. 
But he soon found that he could not pos- 
sibly carry back all his men in this one 
little ship; and he determined to ask the 
prince of the island, who had shown him 
much kindness, to consent to his leaving 
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SDtpe of his parly behind^ This prince 
was delighted £lt the thoughts of retain- 
ing some of the Spaniards; for he told 
Columbus there were some people in the 
neighbouring islands, who ate human 
Hesh, and were terrible enemies to him ; 
and if he had but some of the white men 
with their guns, they would soon put 
these savages to flight. Columbus accor- 
dingly left thirty-eight of his people in the 
island of Hayti, or Hispaniola, at a ^little 
fort which he had built and called Fort 
Navidad; and then he sailed away tOr 
wards Europe. When they had been at 
sea about a month, a most dreadful storm 
arose; so terrible, indeed, it was, that Co- 
lumbus began to despair of ever seeing 
Spain again « He went, therefore, to his 
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cabin, and wrote a short account of his 
voyage on parchment This he wrapped 
up in a piece of oiled cloth, which he en- 
closed in a cake of wax, and putting it 
into a c?isk carefiilly stopped up, he 
threw it into the sea; that, if he and his 
men perished, there might be some 
chance erf this narriative being lacked up 
aiad read by future royagers. But it 
pleased heaven to save Columbus firom 
this great danger. The stcn^m abated, 
and soon afterwards they came in sight 
of the Azores, which wet-e in the posses- 
sion of the Portuguese. The govemcar 
of one of these islands at first refused to 
supply them with provisions; but Colum- 
bus at length prevailed, and obtained 
what he wanted. When he was witfain 
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ft short distance of the coatst of Spain, and 
appeared almost to have arrived at the 
end of his voyage, another storm, almost 
^s violent as the last, came on: and after 
beating about for two days and two 
nights, they were obliged to put into the 
river Tagus, and sail up to Lisbon^ the 
capital of PortugaL You remember 
that the king of Portugal had behaved 
very badly to Columbus^ when he went 
to his court and asked for assistance in 
undertaking this very voyage, about nine 
years before. Now, you may suppose, 
the Portuguese felt mortified that they 
had lost the honour of discovery in the 
west. However, they treated Columbus 
with great respect, and he had several 
mS: } conversations with the king. Hq 
G a 
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staid bat fiv^^e days in Lisbon, and smled 
directly for the port of Palos, where he 
aniv«d on the 15th of March, 1498, 
having been absent seven months and 
eteven days. 

We have brought him to the end of 
his fir^ voyage: now we must allow him, 
and ourselves too, a little rest. So Fare- 
wfeltr 



LETTER X. 

MY DEAR JANE, 

When the people of Spain, 
vrho hftd seen Columbus depart on his 
dottbtfbl expedition seven mon<^ befwe, 
discovered his ship agi^in approaching 
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their chores, they ran to the coast, all 
eager to hear the adventures of their 
countrymen. When they saw the strange 
animals and the different curiosities 
which Columbus had brought home 
with him, they were more and more 
delighted and wonder-struck. The bells 
were rung, the cannon fired. It was a 
holiday and a day of rejoicing every 
where round; and Columbus and his 
crew went, in solemn procession, to the 
church, to return thanks to God for 
having brought them back to their dear 
native countiy once again. Columbus 
was next presented to the king and 
gueen. He took with him those na- 
tives o£ the i^nds whom he had brought 
to Spain, the plates of gold, and sped- 
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mens of the various productions of the 
countries. Ferdinand and Isabella re- 
ceived him . clad in their royal robes, 
and seated on a throne. When Colum- 
bus came near, he knelt down and kissed 
their hands ; and then they told him to 
take his seat and give an Recount of his 
voyage. This he did ; and the king and 
queen solemnly gave thanks to Heaven 
for the discovery of these countries^ 
They loaded Columbus with honours ; 
and, what pleased him best of all, they 
gave him leave to equip a sufficient 
number of ships to set out on a second 
expedition of discovery^ 

You now have heard of the first dis- 
covery of the West Indies; and yoa 
will see,, by the map, that they are far 
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enough ^om those idands which are 
called the E&st Indies. But some of 
then* productions are very much alike ; 
and not only Columbus, but all the greal 
men of his time, had fittle doubt that 
they were situated not for from soiM 
part of the Indian continent. 

The pope, who, you know, gave Ihe 
PiHrtuguese all the countries which they 
might discover from Cape Non to the 
continent of India, was applied to by 
Ferdimmd, who requested him to confer 
upon kim all the lands he might discover 
to the west. But, as it was supposed 
that the Western Continent was part of 
. India, the pope was forced to consider 
a little how he could oblige Ferdinand, 
without acting (Ushomstly by the Portu- 
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guese ; dnd he decided upon drawing a 
line, from poU to pole^ a little to the 
west of the Azores, which belonged to 
Portugal : and he gave all the new- 
discovered lands, on the east of this 
£Euicied line, to the Portuguese, and all 
towards the west to the Spaniards. 
What an immense gift ! All North and 
South America^ all the islands of the 
greatSouth Sea, to Spain ! In time, when 
you are old enough to read history^ you 
will find that other nations have not paid 
much regard to the pope's arrangement. 
Well, we will go back to Columbus. 
*1m^} He set sail, for the second time, 
from the port of Palos, with a fleet of 
seventeen ships; and these ships had on 
board a great many persons, wlw went 
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«ntirety from a wish to get gold, in the 
countries which Columbus had disco- 
vered. Few, very few, I fear, went with 
the desire to do good to the poor na- 
tives; though Ferdinand and Isabella 
thought it right to send a Catholic cler- 
gyman, named Father Boyle, to give 
them instruction. But this Father 
Boyle behaved very badly to Columbus, 
and was not a peace-maker between the' 
Indians and Spaniards. 

The fl^t, in its way to Hispanibla, 
discovered several new islands ; but as 
C(dumbus was anxious to see his men 
whom he had left at Fort Navidad, he 
did not stop long at any of them. When 
ttey arrived at the fort, wheie Colun*us 
bad left tbirty*eight men, he was sur-^ 
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pilsed td see that no one came out to 
meet bim. He landed, aad fcmnd the 
Ibrt destroyed, and the ground strewed 
with broken arms and tattered gar« 
iikents. Not one of the brave Spaniards 
whom he had left was there, to tell him 
what had become of the rest— not one ! 
Columbus could not help weeping at the 
idea of their death, and perhaps he felt 
rery angry, when he consid^ed that it 
was most probable that the barbarous 
natives had skin them. But he soon 
learnt that they had been the victims 
of their own bad conduct. They had 
treated the poor savages very badly in- 
deed : so badty, that at last they would 
bear it no longer; and, as they were 
very numerous^ they soon ovax^rtic the 
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Spaniards, and killed them all. How 
happy it would have been, if those who 
now accompanied Columbus had taken 
warning from the fate of their country- 
men, and resolved to make the nMives 
their friends by kind treatment! Colum- 
bus himself always behaved with justice 
and kindness towards them ; but it was 
very difficult for him to govern all his 
followers, a great many of whom were 
gentlemen, who were not used to work 
themselves, and insisted on making the 
natives work for them. It seemed as if 
they expected to find the trees, hedges, 
and every thing in this country, made 
of gold; for they quarrelled with Colum- 
bus because they could not obtain all 
they wished for, before they had trou- 
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hied themselves to dig into the earth for 
the rich metals it contained. Columbus 
was obliged to be very vigilant indeed ; 
£9r though these gentlemen were rebel- 
lious themselves, they did not like others 
tp rebel against ihemy and w^re always 
i^dy to punish the Indians for resisting 
them ; and then the Indians, as might 

be expected, revolted from the Spani- 
ards. Do not you pity poor Columbus ? 

Adieu! 



LETTER XL 

MY DEAE JANE, 

We left Columbus trying to 
settle the affairs of his colon j at Hispa- 
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niola. He managed so well in spite of 
aU the difficulties I mentioned, that, aftet* 
he had founded a town, to which he 
gave the name of Isabella, he thought 
he might venture to leave some of the 
settlers, and proceed on his voyage of 
discovery. But first he sent home twelve 
of his ships, with several of the persons 
who had given |iim most trouble, and 
begged to have a laige supply of provi- 
sions, as soon as possible. He did not 
make any new discoveries of much con- 
sequence this time; but had a most 
tedious voyage, through a labyrinth of 
little islands, called by him *^ The 
Queen's Garden.** The navigation here 
was so difficult, that Columbus dared 
not trust the management of the vessel 
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to any one on board. For five months 
they were in this state, always kept 
back by contrary winds. Their provi- 
sions fell short; the crew mutinied ; and 
poor Columbus, iquite worn out with 
fatigue, fell ill. What a great pleasure, 
however, was in. store for him when he 
returned to Hispaniola ! There he found 
his brother Bartholomew, whom he had 
not seen for thirteen years, and who had 
come, to join him, in the ships which 
Columbus had sent to Spain for pro- 
visions. They were very fond of each 
other; and to meet again at such a place 
as this, so far away from their homes, 
was very delightful to them. It cheered 
Columbus,, who much wanted comfort; 
for he found the Spaniards at Isabella 
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were not going on well. They had 
quarrelled with the Indians, and ex- 
cited them to such enmity, that Cdlum- 
but was obliged, very much against his 
will, to go to war with these poor people. 
They were soon subdued, and obliged to 
work for their conquerors, which they 
(&liked more than any thing else, being 
naturaUy very indolent. 

The Spaniards now began to openl 
mines, in order to collect the gold; 
and it was soon seen, that in a litfle 
time they might make themselves very 
rich : but, not having a sufficient ntmi- 
ber of men of thdr own, they were fed 
into greater cruelties with regard t6 the 
natives, who weite not a strong race of 
men, and soM fell ill> in consequence of 
H 3 
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being obliged to labour harder than they 
were accustomed to do. Columbus tried» 
(^ } as far as possible, to befriend 
them; and as soon as he had settled 
their affairs, he sailed homewards, find- 
ing it necessary to speak with Ferdinand 
and Isabella on the state of the colony. 
He left his brother governor in Hispani- 
ola, and promised to return, as soon as he 
could, with men and instruments proper 
for carrying on the mining operations. 
In returning homewards, Columbus 
again suffered many hardships ; but he 
landed safely at last, and hastened to 
court. Ferdinand and Isabella express- 
ed great satisfaction at all he had done, 
as soon as he related his history; but he 
)iad many enemies, wJno, when he was 

Digitized by Google 



79 
absent, told very false stories of him, 
and made Ferdinand suspicious of him. 
Father Boyle, and one or two of the 
Catholic priests who went with Colum- 
bus, seem to have treated him very un- 
fairly. They found it an exceedingly 
difficult matter to convert the natives 
to Christianity; for, besides all other 
obstacles, it was found that these poor, 
ignorant people, knowing nothing more 
of Christians than what they had seen, 
concluded that they were all hard, cruel 
people, and that their religion must be a 
bad one. But it was not the fault of 
Columbus that they had been led to 
think so. He had done all he could to 
persuade his men to be mild and merci- 
ful ; but now, since they had oflfended 
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the natives so much, he found it abso- 
lutely necessary to govern these people 
with more strictness, or they would have 
fallen upon his men, and perhaps killed 
them. Father Boyle, and those mis- 
sionaries who followed him, did not con- 
sider this ; and they accused Columbus 
of oppressing the natives, and hardening 
them against th^ir instructions. Many 
of the Spaniards gave ci^dit to what 
they said. Columbus, however, pre- 
vailed with the king, so far as to obtain 
supfdies of n>en and provisions for the 
colony at Isabella, and an order to re- 
turn thither as soon as he could; after 
which he was to pursue his discoveries 
as far to the westward as possible. We 
must leave him for a little time ; for I 
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want to tell you something respecting 
the discoveries of our own countiymen. 
Your affectionate aunt. 



«'%«^«^»% 



LETTER XIL 

MY DEAK JANE, 

I SHOULD hope you are too 
well acquainted with Columbus, by this 
time, to forget him; therefore I am not 
afraid to drop his history for a time, and 
give you an account of a voyage of dis- 
covery made by the English, in the year 
1497, about four years after Columbus's 
return from his first voyage, and about 
one month before Vasco de Gama set out 
on his expedition of discovery. 
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You know,. Columbus's brother Bar* 
tholomew came to England, in order to 
persuade Henry the Seventh to help 
them in their intended voyage. Though 
Henry did not agree to this, he was led 
to call the attention of his subjects to 
maritime discovery by this circumstance. 
And when John Cabot, a Venetian sattor 
who had settled at Bristol, offered to 
conduct an expedition for the purpose 
of sailing towards America, Henry was 
pleased at the project, and readily agreed 
to it. The merchants of Bristol fitted 
out four small barks for Cabot ; and in 
these he set sail, in the month of May, 
1497, accompanied by his second son, 
Sebastian, who was afterwards a very 
renowned navigator. Cabot had adopted 
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the idea that the West India islands 
were situated near the great continent 
of India ; and he flattered himself that, 
by taking a more northerly course than 
Columbus had done, he should reach 
this continent at once.' After sailing 
for some weeks in a north-west direc- 
tion, he discev€nred a large island, which 
he called Newfoundland; and after- 
wards a smaller one^ which he named St. 
John's. You wilt find these islands near 
the coast ef Lalwaclor, in North America. 
The Ei^lish landed there, and brought 
away three of the natives. Then con- 
ti&Bing theiir western course, they soon 
il^f reached the continent of North 
America, and sailed along it, in a south- 
erly direction, froia the coast of Labra- 
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dor, to that of Virginia. This was an 
extensive tract of country, and one 
would think the English must have 
been anxious to make some advantage 
of their discovery ; but it is a remark- 
able circumstance, and one which you 
should remember, that although our 
countrymen were, periiaps, the first* 
discoverers of the continent of America, 
(for Columbus did not see that continent 
till the foUowing y^r,) yet that they suf- 
fered sixty-one years to pass away before 
they followed up their advantages, and 
endeavoured to come in for a share in 
the wealth which the Spaniards were 
acquiring in that direction. This, there- 
fore, is all I shall have to say about the 

• See note D. 
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English for some time to come. Now 
we will go back to Columbus. 

Farewell ! 



LETTER XIII. 

MY DEAR JANE, 

Columbus set sail on his third 
voyage, 30th May, 1498. He had six 
ships ; but they were not very good ones, 
or fit for a long and difficult voyage. 
Being still persuaded that he should 
meet with the continent of India, he 
sailed in a more southerly direction than 
he had evet done before. When he ar- 
rived at the Cape de Verd islands, he 
diiq>atched three of his ships to Hispa- 
I 
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moisL, and pursued his voyage with the 
remaining three. Bat after having saM- 
ed for some time towards the south, the 
heat became so great» that the sailors, 
recollecting the^old notion of the impos- 
sibility of living in the torrid zone, were 
afraid the ships would take fire ; and, the 
wind completely dying away, they be- 
came more and more alarmed. A vio- 
lent shower of rain, however, falling, 
relieved them in some degriee from tibeir 
fe^rs; but Columbus, who had under- 
gone great fatigue, was attack^, just at 
this twie, by a fit of Ihe gout ; and his 
'men prevaflied upon him to alter his 
course towards the north-west. 

A fiWle while i^ter^ Uiey came in 
sight of landr which proved to be ^ 
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island, the idand q£ Trintdad^ idnch 
you will find near the coast of Goiaxia, 
at the mouth of the riv^ Orinoco. This 
river is not nearly so large as some 
of those in America* but is still moch 
wider than any of our rivners in the old 
worid. Columbus lightly guessed that 
the laud through wfaidi so mig^trf a 
flbream flowed* could not be an island ; 
and he ccmduded that he had at length 
found the long-wished-for continent of 
India. He pursued his voyage along 
the shore to the north, landed at seve- 
ral places* and bought pearls and gold 
of the natives. The country was so 
beautiful apd fertile* that Columbus 
thought he must have arrived at the 
paradise, in which God placed Adam 
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when he was innocent and happy. The 
noble forests of trees ; the grand, ma- 
jestic rivers ; and the bright plumage of 
the tropical birds, most of which were 
entirely unknown to the Spaniards, cap- 
tivated and astonished them. But when 
they knew more of the inhabitants of tte 
country, they soon saw this could not be 
Paradise. These damp forests, and all 
the rich, luxuriant grass on the banks of 
the Orinoco, swarmed with poisonous 
reptiles of different kinds ; and, in con- 
sequence of the want of cultivation, and 
amazing growth of the trees, the ciimate 
was terribly damp and unwholesome. 
No, Paradise was not here; and Co- 
lumbus was ,soon obliged to sail, as 
quickly as he could, to the colmiy he 
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had left at IsabeUa^ to repair his ships 
snd recfuit his men. Let m stay be* 
Mod, however; for though America is 
not Paradise, it is a very interesting 
country; and since Cokimbus ha^ at 
kkst discovered it, we will say something 
more ahout it. 

America, yon know, is tsiiei the* 
New World : not that we suppose it 
was created after the Oid World, which 
we inhabit; but that it was entirely 
unknown to the inhabitants ei the 
eastern continent, until 1497 yeairs 
after the birth of oiir Savioiur. How 
it came to pass tii^ all the people of 
this vast continent should be so little 
civili0ed» while those of the eastern 
wovklwere firnMored with so imich VM^e 
I 3 
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knowledge, we cannot tell. God, we 
know, does nothing in vain; and it must 
have been for wise purposes that he per- 
mitted this. 

When you are reading the history of 
the new world, I hope you will bear in 
mind, that though the Spaniards be- 
haved with such great cruelty to its in- 
habitants, much good has been made to 
spring out of evil in the end. We are 
told in the Bible, that all people and 
nations are to know God, and to believe 
in our Saviour. We see, therefore, that 
all this vast tract of country, these num- 
bers of savages, were to be instructed 
and brought at last to the Christian 
faith.; and though, in the first instance, 
many cruelties were committ^ Euro* 
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peans are now, under the blessing of God, 
acting a very different part. We are 
certain that God would not have suffer- 
ed these cruelties to take place, but be- 
cause some good was at last to be pro- 
duced; and though we cannot see into 
all his designs, yet we know that they 
are good, and just, and right. 

It is remarkable that the discovery of 
the western world should have happened 
so near to that of the passage to the East 
Indies by the Cape of Gk)od Hope. The 
demand for Indian goods was so prodi- 
giously increased by the kUter discovery, 
that all the wealth of Europe seemed 
likely to pass into the hands of the na- 
tives df India ; when, just at this time, 
the new world, which abounded in gold» 
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was discovered ; and this furoii^ued Eu- 
sope with constant supplies of money. 

Before I continue the historj of Co- 
lumbusy I must tell you that those who 
fdlowed him to America, and went fur- 
ther into the country, were more and 
more surprised at every thioig they saw. 
The highest mount^ns then known in 
the (M worid, were not to he compared 
with some of those in the new, for height 
and grandeur. The vast chain of moon* 
tains caUed the Andes, which Ues to^ 
wards the western coast of South Ame- 
rica, is of pf odigicHis height. Then the 
lakes and rivers are much lai|;er than 
ours. But it is very remarkable, that 
the native animals found in An^rica 
were smaller tluui tfetose of the eaatem 
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continent. In the West India islands, 
no animal, larger than a rabbit, was to 
be seen. On the continent, to be sure, 
they were more numerous, and of a 
lai^r size ; but there were none equal 
in bulk and strength to the elephant, the 
lion, or the tiger, of the old world. The 
birds of America were very numerous, 
and some of them of a gigantic size. 
There was found the great condor, 
which is the largest bird known ; and 
in those regions of the new world which 
lie within the torrid zone, the birds are 
decked in the most beautiful and bright 
plumage, like those of the same climate 
in Asia and Africa ; but, like the pea- 
cock, their gaudy plumes are all they 
have to boast: they cannot sing like our 
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little, modest, unpreteBding nightisgal^ 
and thrushes. Thus we see, go where 
we will, either to the new world or 
to the old, we shall not find anj^thii^ 
complete here upon earth. But this 
should teach us to look to a better ^at^, 
wtere aU will be perfect. 

FweweU 



^%%»%^%%^ 



LETTER XIV. 

MY DEAR JANE, 

We will norw return to CoLanft- 
bus, whom we left pursuing his voyage 
towards Isabella, No rest, no peace 
awaited him there. A mutiny had 
broken out in tibe colony, headed by one 
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i^nds Koldan, a man in whom Colum- 
bus had placed great confidence. He 
and his rebellious followers had sepa- 
rated themselves from the rest of the 
colonists, and fixed their residence in a 
distant part of the i^nd. I told yoU 
that Columbus had sent three ships, with 
provisions and stores, from the Canaries, 
-while he himself proceeded on his voy f^e 
of discovery. These ships, driven by the 
wind, put into a harbour in that part of 
the island where Francis R(ddan was ; 
and he was' cunning enough to per- 
^lade their captains to let him have 
somte of the stores and provisions whidi 
were intended for the colony. This 
the captains, knowing nothing of Rdl- 
daao^B nnitiny, allowed; but, after* 
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time, finding out their mistake^ they set 
sail towards St. Domingo. (I should hare 
told you that the colony was now re- 
moved from Isabella to this place, which 
was more healthy, and better situated 
in every respect, than Isabella.) When 
the ships reached Columbus, however, 
their stores of provisions were so much 
exhausted, that they brought little relief 
to the colony. Columbus now felt that 
he stood in a more difficult situation 
than ever ; for he knew that unless he 
could subdue Roldan and his followers, 
he should not be able to work the mines^ 
or to send any gold to Spain ; and, after 
his representations of the riches of the 
country, the king would, of course, ex- 
pect to reap some advantage from the 
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discovery* What was to be done ? It 
was in vain to think of fighting Roklan, 
who had a pretty large body of fol- 
lowers. Columbus therefore endeavour- 
ed^ by promises of jmrdon and firiend- 
ship, to draw back these people to their 
duty ; and in this attempt he partly suc> 
ceeded. But, alas! at every turn, some 
new difficulty presented itself. He could 
only prevail upon these mutineers to 
submit to him again, by promising them 
lands, and giving them a certain num- 
ber of Indians to be employed as their 
slaves. This was the occasion of new 
crudties towards the natives, and again 
they rebelled. Things were in this state 
when Columbus sent some of his ships 
back to Spain, with an account of his 
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last vdyage. He dent at the same tune 
some specimens of the pfroductiotis of 
the new^discov^red continetit^ add a 
history of his many troubled at St. Do- 
mingo. But Rddan and th6 mutineers 
dent tkeir accounts also, and mimy of the 
people who had expected to make liu^ 
fortunes on coming to Hispaniola, and 
found themselres disappointed, returned 
home in these ships, carrying comjilainCs 
of Columbus. 

Ferdinand and Isabella were qt&te 
weary of hearing so much murmuring 
and discontent, and not having opportu* 
nities of judging exactly what Colum- 
bus's conduct had really been, they be* 
gan to repent t,he authority which they 
had ^ven him in the colonies; aMd pro- 
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cfeded so &r as to send, over a nobler- 
man of th^ name of BovadiUa, to exa- 
mine into his conduct. If this noblen^an 
thought him guilty» he was to take the 
government from him, and to be gov^- 
nor himself. You may conceive what a 
temptation to dishonesty this must have 
been. Yet nothing can excuse Bovadil- 
la's conduct. By the time be arrived at 
St. Domingo, Columbus had succeeded 
in bringing the affairs of the colony into 
a much better state. He had begun to 
work the mines, which seemed likely to 
bring hi^^ in a great deal of wealth. He 
had laid plans for the cultivation of the 
ground, and had greatly softened the 
condition of the poor natives. Every 
thing seemed more promising; and per- 
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haps Columbus thought to himself^ 
** Now I may spend the rest of my days 
in peace, and have the pleasure of seeing 
that I have done some good to my fel- 
low-creatures.^ How sorry you will be 
to hear what follows! Bovadilla had no 
u^:} sooner landed at St. Domingo, than 
he took possession of Columbus's house, 
and seized all his goods; as if he had pro- 
ved him to be guilty. He set at liberty 
the prisoners whom Columbus had placed 
under confinement, and summoned him 
to appear before his tribunal: sending 
him, at the same time, a copy of the in- 
structions he had received from Ferdi- 
nand. 

Columbus, though greatly hurt at this 
conduct, did not hesitate a moment, but 
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obeyed the governor's summons. Bova- 
dilla^ without even seeing him, ordered 
him imn&ediately to be arrested, loaded 
with chains, and carried on hoard a ship% 
He also imprisoned both Columbus's bro- 
thers, and {daced them each in a di0e- 
rent vessel, thi^ they m^ht not have 
any communication with each other. 
What a situation was this for the brave 
man who bad toiled and sufiered so 
much for his country! He had no 
friend to speak to him: not one of those, 
who were enjoying thp riches of the 
country which Columbus had found 
for them, came near, to give him conso- 
lation. Only the captain of the vessel in 
which he was confined, shocked at see- 
ing him in chains, begged to release him 
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from them. " No," said Columbus, 
" my sovereigns ordered me to wear 
these chains: by their command I have 
been confined, and their command alone 
shall set me at liberty." He kept his 
resolution. Bovadilla sent him to Spain; 
and he entered the port from whence he 
had three times sailed, and to which he 
had twice returned in triumph, a prison- 
er and in chains! Here we will leave 
him for the present. 

Your affectionate aunt. 
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LETTER XV. 

MY DEAB JANE, 

When Ferdinand and Isabella 
heard that Cohimbus was brought a pri- 
soner to Spain, tliey felt for a while ash!a- 
med and sorry for the treatment which 
he had received. They sent to desire 
that his chains might be taken off, and 
that he should come to court.' Colum- 
bus came. When he was shown into the 
room where Ferdinand and Isabella were 
sitting, he was so overcome by his feel- 
ings, that he remained for some moments 
unable to utter a word. He had borne 
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fatigue, and watchings, and toils; but he 
could not so well bear to be thought a 
guilty man, by the sovereigns for whom 
he had suffered so much. When he re- 
covered himself, he entered into a full ac- 
cJount of his proceedings in Hispaniola, 
and so cleared himself from the accusa- 
tions of his enemies, that even Ferdinand 
expressed his sorrow for what had passed, 
and Isabella spoke to him with respect 
and kindness. But though they agreed 
immediately to displace Bovadilla, they 
would not do Columbus the justice to 
restore him to the office of governor. 
They appointed another nobleman na- 
med Ovando, to take Bovadilla's place, 
and detained Columbus at court, 

I am rather doubtful whether this 
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great discoverer was right in wishing so" 
earnestly for the post of governor in the 
colonies. He had devoted himself to dis- 
covery, and perhaps it would have been 
better for him^ had he continued his voy- 
ages, and left it to those who followed' 
him, to make settlements and to form 
governments. But, at any rate, it does' 
not appear that Columbus was influenced 
by the desire to make himself rich and 
powerful. He seems to have gained no- 
thing himself but fame ; and he was al- 
ways so submissive to the court of Spain, 
that he could not mean to establish a * 
kingdom of his own in this new world. 
I do believe he wished to remain gover- 
nor of the colonies, because he thought 
they would not otherwise be well manOf 
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prevent tl^e e^t^dise of gveU ciwMi^ to 
the iwttives. How^v^r that Dpfight be, he 
was cruelly disappointed^ a^d fidt it ve- 
ry much: I am afraid too much; fof 
we are t?©ld that wherever he want, from 
thisi tipde, he always carried with him 
the chaiu$ with which he had been load- 
ed. They were constantly hung up in 
his chamber, and when he died he gave 
orders that they should be buried in his 
grave *. 

This story does not please me, like 
most of those we hear of Columbus. We 
are told in the Bible, that we ought to 
forgive our enemies. Now it seems that 

• Robertson's America} page 824, VoL I. 
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Columbus willed to remetiMber the bad 
tveatuent be bad received, by his keep- 
ing the mflfks of it always in ^igfat. I , 
am fl£ndd, however^ we ftiay pity him, 
and blame Ferdinand and Isabella : we 
must allow that be did not ^ow the 
Christian spirit of forgiveness in liii^ lat^ 
t» days ; aAid though we tnay make 
allowances fca* him, we ought to remem- 
ber wh&t is right and idiat i^ wrong, 
I lim {deased to find that, whatever he 
might f^el, he always submitted in act to 
his sovereigns, and was not prevented 
ftom oMtinuing his <Bstdveiies by theif 
conduct, so long as he was able to fi^oW 
them. 

I witt five you the acc6unt of hiii 
fourth afffd ikist voyi^ in anotti^ lettei"; 
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but, as we are upon the subject of disco-* 
yeries, I must tell you that the year be-* 
fore Columbus was thus disgraced, that 
is, in the year 1499» an active, brave of^ 
ficer^ named Ojeda, who had accompanied 
him on his second voyage, obtained per. 
mission to fit out a vessel, and sail to^ 
wards that part of the coast of America 
which had been discovered by Colum- 
bus. He merely followed the track of 
his old commander ; but he explored the 
coast to a greater extent, and, on his re- 
turn, a gentleman of the name of Ame- 
rigo Vespucci, who went with Mm, chnew 
up an accoupt of the country. H^ mag- 
nified his own exploits greatly; and 
made it appear that he was the discove- 
rer of thisvcontinent ; and his book was> 
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so entertaining, that every one forgot 
Columbus the discoverer^ and thought 
only of Amerigo the writer. Gradually, 
the country of which he had written so 
entertaining an history, came to be call- 
ed by his name: and though poets, (who 
are sometimes allowed the liberty of do- 
ing justice,) have named this country 
Columbia; other people, who feel them- 
selves obliged to follow the customs of 
the world in such matters as these, must 
use the word America^ ^n speaking of 
the continent wl\ich Amerigo certainly 
did not discover. 

In Januaiy, 1500, an ofScer of the 

name of I^inzon, who had accompanied 
Columbus in his first voyage, sailed from 

the port of Palos, with four ships, on au 
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expedition of discovery. He stood bold* 
I7 towards the south, and was the first 
Spaniard who ventured to cross the ecjua* 
tor; but he only landed on that part of 
the coast near the river Amazons. The 
Portuguese meaiiwhik were not inac- 
tive. They fitted out a powerful flert^ 
and gave the command to Cabral, a dis- 
fm i tinguished officer, who was direct- 
ed to follow the track of Vasco de^^ama, 
and, if possible, to extend discovery in 
the east. Cabral stood out a great 
way to the westward, in order to avoid 
the light and vairiable breezes, which he 
would have been sure to meet with had 
he kept near the African coast. In so 
doing, however, to his great surprfee, he 
found himself m sight of an unknown 
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country. He imagined at first, that it - 
was an island ; but f rpceeding along the 
coast some way, he became convinced 
that it must be part of some great conti- 
nent. He was right. That part of Ame- 
rica which C^bral then discovered, was 
the province of Brasil ; and he took pos- 
session of it, in the name of the king of 
Portugal. 

Thus, you see, a great part of the 
coast of America was known in the year 
1500; putting together the discoveries 
of Cabot, Columbus, Pinzon, and Ca- 
bral. But between the discoveries of 
the two former, there was yet a gre^t 
gap unexplored. We shall see how it 
was in time filled up. 

Now farewell. 
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LETTER XVI. 

MY DEAK JANE, 

The history of Columbus's 
last voyage will not detain us long. It 
was a melancholy one, though b^un 
with cheerfulness ; for Columbus set out 
full of hope that he should at last disco- 
ver the long-wished for route to India 
by the west. Beyond the continent of 
America, he felt persuaded that there 
was another sea, which extended to In- 
dia, and he hoped that, by exploring the 
American coast, he might find spm^ 
strait or (;hann^l> which was connected 
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with this more dktont ocean. It is sin- 
^lar, that in considering where this 
strait or channel might he, he should 
have pitched upon the Isthmus of Da- 
rien, which connects North and South 
AnEierica5 and is not more than sixty 
miles broad. This, you will see, after- 
wards led to the djjscovery of the great 
Southern Ocean, which flows on the 
other side this isthmus. Columbus was 
so full of hope that he should succeed at 
last, that though now very old, and bro- 
ken down by grief and fatigue, he set 
about this voyage with almost as much 
eagerness as when he finrt sailed in 
search of a new world. Terdinand and 
Isabella were glad to be rid of one who, 
^hey were conscious, had been ill-treated 
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by them; and though they would not do 
him justice, they valued his skill and 
bravery sufficiently to entrust him with 
the command of another expedition. 
Columbus, however, could obtain no 
more than four ships; the largest of 
which was but a very poor and small 
vessel, for this expedition: and with 
them, he once more set sail from Spain, 
on the 9th of May, 1502. His brother, 
Bartholomew, and his second son, Fer- 
dinand, accompanied him. He touched, 
as usual, at the Canaries, and from 
thence intended to steer directly across 
for the continent; but his largest vessd 
proved so bad, and so unfit for a long 
voyage, that he was obliged to proceed 
to Hispaniola^ in hopes he might ex- 
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change her for one of the ships which 
had sailed thither with Ovando, the new 
governor. 

When he arrived at St. Domingo/ he 
found eighteen ships ready laden, and 
just about to take their departure for 
Spain. Columbus immediately told the 
governor his distress, and requested that 
he might be allowed to enter the har- 
bour, and speak with him about ex- 
changing his ship. He also told Ovan- 
do, that he foresaw the near approach 
of a violent hurricane, from the appear- 
ance of the air, and various other circum- 
stances which experience had led him to 
observe, and strongly advised him to de- 
lay the departure of the ships for a few 
days. When I tell you that Ovando re- 
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ftised Columbus aduttttance into a har* 
bour oi the country which he had diaeo- 
va*ed, you will not be so much surprised 
at his neglect of this warning ; for pre- 
sumption generally goes along with in- 
humanity. 

On board these ^ps were Bovadilla, 
Roldan^ and the greats* part o£ those 
who had been the Intterest en^nies of 
ColumlNis, and the most cruel oppressors 
of the Indians. In my last letter, I 
Uamed Columbi;^ for cherishing resent- 
ment against those who had injured him. 
I cannot alt^ what I said tiien; but the 
cireiimstance I am now relating ddights 
me very much, because it i^ows a better 
^nrit If Columbus had wished to be 
rerenged upon his eoemiest he woidd 
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have allowed the Spanish fleet to sail on, 
and have given them no friendly warnipg 
of their danger; but, instead of this, he 
really returned good for evil, and did his 
utmost to save them. But it was in 
vain. That great Being, who, though 
he is a God of love, " will by no means 
dear the guilty," overthrew the Spa* 
niards on this day. The fleet set sail: 
next night the awfiil hurricane came 
on. Out of eighteen ships, only three 
escaped. Bovadilla, Roldan, and most 
of the bold, bad men perished ; and all 
the gold and pearls which they had 
gained by oppression, perished with 
them. Their riches could not save them: 
all sunk in the deep together. And 
where was Columbus? He was safe in 
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his poor little vessel. He had taken 
precautions against the effects of the 
hurricane; and it pleased Heaven to save 
him and all his ships. Even of those 
three vessels which escaped in the Spa- 
ni^ fleet, one might be said to belong 
to him; for it contained every thing he 
]bad possessed when governor of His- 
paniola. 

You may imagine that the Spaniards 
at St. Domingo were shocked at ihis 
event; but I fear it did not make them 
more careful of their own conduct 
They went on adding oppression to o|^ 
pression; and thus it is that we nuist 
again leave them. 

Farewell! 
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LETTER XVn. 

MY DEAE JANE, 

Columbus had a dangeroas 
and teiUcms passage from Hispaniola to 
the continent of America; but at length 
{Si:} ^^ discovered an island called 
Guiania, not &r from the coast of Hon- 
duras. When tiiere, he was struck with 
the appearance of sofne Indians, who 
came from the continent in a large canoe> 
to visit him. They appeared more civili- 
zed than any of the natives of America 
whom he had yet seen; and when he in^ 
quired 'H^re they goi the gold which 
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they wore about them, they pointed to- 
wards the west, and signified that there 
were countries situated in that direction, 
in which gold was so plentiful as to be 
used for the most common purposes. 

If Columbus had steered that way, he 
would have discovered the rich country 
of Mexico, of which you will hear more 
by and by; but he was so intent upon 
finding the fancied strait which was to 
conduct him to the Indian Ocean, diat 
he bore away to the east, towards the 
gulf of Darien. When he arrived there, 
he explored the coast very dilligently; 
but though he went on shore several 
times, he never penetrated so far across 
the isthmus, as to see the great South- 
ern Ocean beyond. That was reserved 
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fbr future discoverers. Columbus was^ 
however, so pleased with what he saw 
of the country, which was very beaufiful, 
that he wished to fix a colony in this 
part of the coast. But his followers 
thwarted him again here by the tyranny 
of their behaviour to the natives. Soon 
after he lost one of his ships in a storm, 
and another was so injured as to be un- 
fit for use; so that he felt himself 'obli- 
ged to bear away for Hispaniola. Du- 
ring the passage thither, a still more vi- 
olent tempest arose, and both his re- 
maining vessels were wrecked on the 
**mSP} coast of Jamaica; himself and 
all the crew escai»ng unhurt to the land. 
What was now to become of poor Co- 
lumbus! Cast ashore» not like Robinson 

M 
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iCrusoe iiMleed, alone, on a desert island; 
but more, I think, to be pitaed than he: 
for SoUnsoQ, 3rou know, could retf weU 
say, 

^< I am monarch of all I surveyt 
My light there is none to dispute: 

From the centre all round to the sea, 
I att kofd o£ the fowl nod the brute.*" 

Now Coliumbus was a ^^ monarch"' 
too; but then he was the king of most 
rebdlious sut^ects. He found the poor 
natives of Jamaica his best friends upon 
this occa^on: they gave him two of 
their lai^gest canoes, and in these, two 
officers, who were really attached to 
their commander, offered to set out for 
Hispaniola; though the Toyjs^in vessels 
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like these, must have been very dange- 
rous, 

Meanthiie, Cokimbus and his men re- 
mained on the island^ anxiously waiting 
for the succours whidi they hoped would 
soon arrive from St DcHningo. But 
though the offica:^; reached that place in 
safety, the mean and cruel governor, 
Ovando, would not allow ttem to carry 
Columbus any assistance ; and it was a 
fidl year before they succeeded in pro- 
curing a small vessel, to bring him and 
his men away from the place where 
they had left them. All that time, Co- 
lumbus was in a most distressing situa- 
tion. The Indians had behaved with 
great kindness and hospitahty at first; 
but, like the rest of the inhabitants of 
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the West Indies, they were indolent, and 
unused to work hard for subsistence. 
They required, themselves, but small 
supplies of food, and the Spaniards as- 
tonished them by the quantity they con- 
sumedw It is not surprising, if, after 
waiting for some months for the depar- 
ture of these strange people, they should 
grow impatient, when they found how 
fast their stores of provisions were dis- 
appearing, and found that they must la- 
bour more dilig^tly than they had been 
accustomed to do, to support themselves 
and their guests. At last they threaten* 
ed to withdraw their supplies altogether. 
The Spanish sailors, too, mutinied 
against Columbus, and some of them 
deserted to another part of the island. 
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What joy they must have experienced 
when the wished-for ships airived, and 
they were conveyed to St. Domingo! 
Colnmbus did not remain there long. 
He set sail ftw Spain, (September 12th, 
1504,) and after losing one of his ves- 
sels, and sailing in a most perilous situ- 
ation with the other, he reached that 
country once again, in the month of De- 
cember. There he learnt that his pa- 
troness, queen Isabella, who bad been 
his best and steadiest friend, died about 
a month before. None now remained 
to befriend him at the court of Spain. 
Ferdinand had never liked him, and had 
often treated him with injustice. 

We are now come to the last days of 
Columbus. He died on the 20th of May, 
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1506. I am sorry to find that the latter 
part of his life was passed away, in the 
vain wish and endeavour to recover his 
title of governor of the colonies in the 
West Indies^ for, however just and well- 
founded his claims might be, he should 
have renounced them at his sovereign's 
will, and have contented himself with 
the pleasant recollection of his faithful 
services. Besides, he weU knew he was 
sinking into the grave, and what were 
earthly titles and honours to him ? 

But we will not leave Columbus in 
anger. He is now become an old friend ; 
for we have travelled with him, by sea 
and land, for many a day, and we can- 
not part with him without doing him 
justice. He experienced many bitter 
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trials : he bore most of them like a true 
Christian ; and when we remember his 
faults, we must also remember that, 
in every instance but one, he seems to 
have striven to overcome them. Even 
in that one instance, perhaps, if we 
knew more of him, we should find him 
with his heart full of forgiveness towards 
those who had injured him, before he 
closed his eyes in death. We will hope 
that he has now found a better country 
than he discovered for us, while here 
on earth : a country where there is no 
more oppression, no more hatred ! 

Farewell ! 
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LETTER XVIII. 

MY DEAR JANE, 

After the death of Columbus, 
the Spaniards continued their discoveries 
in the western world, and made several 
settlements in the different islands. In 
the year 1508, an expedition from 
Hispaniola was undertaken, which de- 
serves to be mentioned, because it con- 
tributed to make Europeans acquainted 
with the form and situation of the coun- 
tries about them. 

Pinzon, who, you remember, was 
one of Columbus's first companions, and 
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afterwards undertook a voyage by him- 
self, sailed once more from St. Domingo 
towards the American coast ; and keep- 
ing more to the west than Columbus 
had done, he discovered the province of 
Yucatan, which lies by the Gulf of 
Mexico, and is bounded, on one side, 
by the kingdom of Mexico itself. Co- 
lumbus had heard of this province when 
he touched at the island of Guiania, on 
his last voyage ; but he preferred sailing 
eastward towards Darien, and so left it 
to be explored by future navigators. 

In the year 1509> Pinzon made ano- 
ther voyage of discovery. He -stood 
directly south from Hispaniola, passed 
the equator, and advanced a good, way 
beyond it, keeping, for the most part, in 
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sight of the coast of America, which he 
was astonished to find extended all this 
way to the south. It was now ten years 
since Columbus fh*st discovered this con- 
tinent. As yet no settlement had been 
made upon it; but about the year 1509^ 
the governor of St. Domingo, Ovando, 
was recalled by the court of Spsdn, and 
Don Diego Columbus^ the son of the 
great navigator, was appointed as his 
successor. 

In 1510, Di^o Columbus sent out 
twt) different expeditions, for the pur* 
pose of making a settlement upon the 
American coast. One of these entirely 
failed r the ether, at last, Succeeded in 
establishing a small colony at Santa 
Maria, on the Gulf of Parien, under the 
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commaiMl of Vasco Nugnez de Balboa^ 
of whom we shall hear more, l^reafter^ 
The king of Spain aHawed his Spanish 
sttl]gect9 to take poss^^ion ef these coun- 
tries, on condition of their holding tbem 
as his servants ; and he sent tmtliictions 
to them r^pecting tli^ con^ct to the 
nataves with regard to rdigioiu We me 
vexed and shocked wlien we read these 
instructions, and think that a Christis^ 
king diould ever have written any thing 
with 80 little of the Christian spirit. He 
instructed the cdonirts, as soon as they 
landied on the continent, to declare to 
the natives the prindpal artides of ihe 
Christian fmth : then to tett them that 
the pc^, who was monarch over all the 
kingdoms of the earth, had ^ven this 
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country to the king of Spain^ in whose 
name they were come to take possession 
of it After having explained all this 
to them, they were to require the na- 
tives to embrace their religion, and sub- 
mit to their government; and if they 
refused, the S^nish governors were au- 
thorised to attack them by fire and 
sword/ and compel them by force to be 
baptized and obey their conquerors! 
You may suppose the Indians were not 
very likdy to understand what was re« 
quired of them; for the inteipreters, 
through whom the Spaniards spoke to 
them, were imperfectly acquainted with 
their language: and as these Indians 
were a much more warlike people than 
the natives of the islands, the Spaniards 
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found it harder to overcome them in 
battle. They succeeded, however, at 
last, as I told you, in estabHsbing a small 
colony at Santa Maria. 

Before Ovmido left his government 
at Hispaniola, he had permitted the set* 
isSi} tiers to invade the Lucayo islands, 
of which San Salvador was one, for the 
purpose of procuring slaves to assist in 
working the mines^ The Indians of 
Hispaniola were almost extirpated, in 
consequence of "the Spanish cruelties ; 
afod the S^niards, finding they could 
nake no progress either in procuring 
the metals, or cultivating the ground, 
without more labourers, adopted the 
plan, this year, for the first time, of im« 
porting slates. This may be reckoned 
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as the begmning of the slave-trade. 
Nothiag could he niore treacherous and 
cruel thstn the manner in whidi the 
Spaniards began this dreadftd commerce. 
.Th^ tcdd the pocn* natives that I3iey 
were oome from a ddicio^s country; 
where the de|)arted paraits and fiieskis 
of the Indians lived; and that they 
weiie seat to invite them to follow thi- 
ther, and be happy with tihyem^ The 
poor» simple, credulous people, ei^;er 
to meet their Mends again in sudi a 
I^a»int region as was described to thesn, 
readily followed the S^nioids. Forty 
thouscmd of them were thus eatni|^ped, 
^nd borne «way to no h^^y scene, to 
no peaceftil shore, but to share In the 
foils and s^tfTerings of the poor natives 
of Hispaniola ! 
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Can we wonder if these nnhappy 
creatures, deceived and abused by Chris- 
tians» should team, not, to love, but to 
hate, the very name of Jesus ? 

How comforting it is to hc^e and to 
Believe, that the claims of Heathen na- 
tions upcm our kindness are better uik 
derstood now, than they were in those 
times of which I am writmg. I was 
locking, the other day, at a letter writ- 
ten by a poor North American Indian, 
a few years ago, to a European friend 
who had been kind to him, and tried 
to give him instruction in religion and 
in many useM arts. " Dear friend," 
says this grateful Indian, *' when I first 
heard your voice, and learnt your kind 
offers, I was pleased; for I knew we 
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were apt to transgress the rules of the 
Great Spirit, and that, by the aid and 
advice of your people, the Great Spirit 
might lend us his aid, in which we might 
become a better people; and hope you 
will not be discouraged in stiU aiding 
us, though we make but small progress 
in the arts of the whitfe people*.*' This 
is the beginning of better things ; and 
let us trust that Christians will show 
themselves, more and more, the true 
disciples of Him who was ^^ meek and 
lowly of heart." 

Farewell ! 

* Account of the proceedings of the Committee of 
Friends, for promoting the improvement and civilim- 
tion of die IndiaQ8.^FHi]:.Lir8and Fabdok, ISOOi 
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LETTER XIX. 

MY DEAR JANE, 

In the ye^ 1512, Juan Pouce 
de Leon, a S^nish adventurer, set sail 
on an expedition of discovery from 
Puerto Rico, a small isl^id to the east 
of Hispaniola* He directed his course 
northwards, ' and touched first at the 
Lucayo, and then at Hie Bahama islands, 
which are near them. Sailing thence to 
the south-west, he discovered a part of 
the continent yet unknown to t^ Spa* 
niards, which he called Florida, from 
its gay and beautiftil appearance. This 
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nearly joined to the discoveiy of Cabot ; 
but it is probable that Pouce de Leon was 
not aware of that circumstance. The 
natives were very fierce and warlike; 
so that he did not venture to settle a 
colony there, but returned to Puerto 
Rico, by the Gulf of Florida. You will 
smile when I tdl you what was Pouce 
de Leon's grand object in making this 
voyage. Had you lived in his time, 
when people every day heard something 
new of this surprising world, of its gold 
and its pearls, yofUj perhaps, might have 
taken up some strange fimcy concerning 
it. Columbus, you know, thought he 
had found out the seat of Paradise; and 
Pouce de Leon had heard it whispered 
that in one of the Lucayo islands was a 
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fountain, whose waters possessed the 
wonderful power of renewing youtii. 
He ranged through them all, endeavour- 
ing to find this surprising fountain, but 
in vain : he was obliged to give up the 
search in <tespair. 

Soon after his return, a discovery of 
very great importance was made by the 
Spaniards who were settled under the 
command of Balboa at Santa Maria, on 
the Gulf of Darien. Balboa was a very 
ambitious* man, and exceedingly desirous 
of performing some service for the crown 
of Spsin, which should entitle him to its 
favour* In order to accomplish this ob- 
ject, he subdued several of the neighs 
bouring Indian chiefs, or caziques, and 
collected a great quantity of gold, which 
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h6 intended to s»d to S^wis. On one 
occasion his followers quarrelled about 
the division oi the spdL A young 
eamque^ who was present, astonislKd 
at their ei^emess about what he con-* 
sidered as a mere bauUe, tumbled tiie 
gold out of the scale with great indig- 
nation : " Why do you quarrel," said 
he, "about such a trifle? If you are 
so fond of gold as to leave your own 
country and disturb tiie tranquillity of 
other nations for the sake of it, I will 
conduct you to a region where it is so 
plentiful^ that the meanest utenstts are 
made of it."* Strud^ at what they heard, 
Bidboa aixi his ftfiowers eagerly asked 
Where this haj^ country ky, and how 
they mS^ reach it The chief toM 
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them^ tbat at the* distaioce of six suns» 
(that is, of six days' journey,) to\«^ards 
the south, they should discover another 
oeean, near to which this wealthy king- 
dom was situated ; but that it was as 
|)Owerful as rich- ^ 

This was the first news the Spaniards 
had received concerning the Great 
Southern Ocean, and that wealthy coun* 
try which you wiU find in the map un* 
der the name of Peru. Balboa now 
reckoned upon gaining the objed of his 
highest ambition, and was detertnined 
to spare no pains in proving the truth 
or £Edsehood of what the cazique had 
told him. He recollected how s^troi^g 
had been Colionbus's belief of finding a 
passage to India in this direction, and 
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he concluded that the wedthj country 
of which he heard, must be some part of 
the continent of India. Full of hope* 
he set about his preparatioifis for march- 
ing across the isthmus of Dari^i. It 19 
not more than sixty mile& in breadth ; 
but there is a chain of rery lofty moun- 
tains stretching throu^ its whole ex* 
tent, and re^ng up theor mighty heads, 
as if to brave the force of the vast oceans 
which roll on either side of them. These 
mount^ns, too, are covered with forests; 
and the valleys, in that moist dimate, 
where it rains during two4l^rds of the 
year, are so marshy^ that the inhabitants 
in some places build their houses, as the 
birds biuld their nests, upon trees, in 
order to be out of the reach rf tfie 
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water, and of all the poisonous reptiles 
whidi swarm in it. 

To march across sxxdx a country as 
this, w&fh no other guides than the 
Indians wbMl they had ao often in* 
fsind, was ^hie boldest undertaking the 
Spaniards had yet made. But they were 
all hardy v€K;eram9 acotstomed to the 
dimate of Am^ica, and bent upon fbl- 
hmiog Bidboa through every dang^. 
A bundled and ninety men attencbd 
hitt on this ^iqpedition ; and they w^re 
aocompanied by a thousand Jbdiaos, and 
se¥;eFal fiercae di^s, whidi wiere a great 
terrer to the natives. They set out on 
the 1st of SeptendNer, 151«. The hard- 
ships undcxgpnejm Urn expedition were 
dfeadfid j: . seme arising from the difficult 
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ties of the road ; some from the enmity 
of the inhabitants, who attack^ them 
to great advantage in the passes of the 
mountains. Though their guidci^ had 
assiu^ed them that they mlgfa* cross the 
isthmus in six days, twenty^ye had 
passed away, and still they had Bot 
reachol the end of their journey. At 
lengtli they were assured that from the 
top of the next mountain they should 
discover the ocean.^ When they had 
toiled a good part of the w^y up the 
steep ascent, Balboa ordered his men to 
halt, and climbed up alone to the 8um« 
mit, that he might be ibe first to enjoy 
the spectacle which he ha4 so ItAig de- 
sired. He was not disappointed. He 
ts7&} did see the great Southern or 
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Pacific Ocean, spreading its mighty 
waves beneath him ; and Balboa fell on 
his knees, in thankfulness to Heaven, 
tor having been conducted to this spot. 
His followers rushed after him ; and, 
descending the mountain on the other 
side, Balboa advanced into the waves 
up to the middle, with his buckler and 
sword, and took possession of that ocean 
in the name of the king of Spain. 

You will find the part of the South 
Sea which was thus discovered, still 
bearing the name of the Gulf of St. 
Michael, which Balboa gave it. All the 
inhabitants with whom he met, agreed 
in informing him that a very mighty 
kingdom was situated at a considerable 
distance towards the south-east; and 
o 



Digitized 



by Google 



pictures were drawn for him, ei tke 
tame animals which the people (rf this 
unknown country employed in canying 
their burdens. These animals, which 
were called Llamas, though not bigger 
than sheep, somewhat resembled the 
camel in shape ; and as that animal was 
considered peculiar to Asia, the Spii- 
niards had no doubt that the rich king- 
dom must be part of India. 

But they were in no state to attempt 
fiirther discoveries, without supjdies both 
of provisions and of men. Balboa thrase* 
fbre determined on marehing hack to 
Santa Maria, and procuring a* soffidfint 
force to undertake this ent^iise* He 
and his followers returned by a di£^ 
ifet*ent, but as tdbome, a soute^ and 
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teached theit* settlement dftar an sb*- 
tence of four motiths. Here we mud 
leare them for a wMle. 

Your affeetioBate autii. 



LETTER XX. 

MY DEAB JA^NE^ 

Since the wry first discovery 
of America, no event had ^Ve^ suck 
j^ and exultation to the cmtt of Sp^ 
as the netrs that a communication w^ 
«t lost opened with the ^eat Southern 
Ocean. Nevertheless, it was some years 
htfSate any Advantage was made of this 
discovery. I witt tell yoo, in its proper 
place, how and by whom th6 countiy of 
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Peru was discovered. But we must 
keep to the order of time ; and I find 
that the next thing relating to discovery, 
which it is worth our while to mention, 
is the expedition of Don Juan de Solis, 
whom Ferdinand sent to explore the 
Atlantic Ocean, in a more southerly di- 
rection than had yet been attempted. 
Ferdinand was very desirous of opening 
a trade with the Moluccas or Spice 
Islands, by the west. The Portuguese 
derived great advantages from their 
commerce with these islands, which 
excited the jealousy of the Spaniards; 
mi' } and it was in order to get a share of 
these advantages, that the latter sent out 
this expedition. De Solis sailed along 
the coast of South, America, till, on the 
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1st of Jammty, 1516, he arrived at tbe 
mouth of a river, which he cftH^A M- 
neko. From thefid^, istifi keeping to 
th6 sottth, hfe proceeded through a spa- 
doug bay, which he th*n duj^^ to be 
the eirt^an<!ffe of h straft leading into the 
Iftdian Ocean; b0, on advancing for- 
«h€f, Ite was convinced that it waa only 
a rivt^i*— ^one 6f those mighty AiWerican 
rivers, of which we have spoken. 15e 
S^s called it Rio de Plata. In at- 
teHnpting to pettetfate a little way into 
this part of th^ country, he and several 
of his men were attacked by the na- 
tives, who killed them, and, in sight of 
<he ships, cut thetr bodies in pieces, 
roasted, and ate them. The crews of 

o 3 
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the vessels, terrified and disheartened, 
returned to Spain. 

• You will bear in mind how much of 
the coast of South America was now 
discovered, and that from Rio de Plata, 
southwards, all was unknown till some 
years afterwards. Remember, too, that 
though Labrador, Virginia, and Florida, 
in North America, were discovered, no- 
thing at all w;^ known, at this period, 
me} of the countries which lie round 
the Gulf of Mexico, between Yucatap 
and Florida. All the interior, and the 
western coasts both of North and South 
America, also, were unknown. 

It is worth while to tuni, occasion- 
ally, to the map, in order to get an idea 
of what the general progress of disco- 
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very had ascertained, at different pe- 
riods, and to take breath before we pro- 
ceed. As we cannot forget the poor 
Indians, however, and are . come to a 
very remarkable period in their history, 
I will say nothing more of discovery, till 
I have told some circumstances which 
occurred at this time. 

The priests whom Ferdinand had 
sent over to convert the natives, were 
very indignant, and justly so, at the 
cruelties of the Spaniards, and soon 
found they could do but little, unless 
some r^ulatiohs were made for the 
better treatment of these poor creatures. 
Bartholon^ew de Las Casas, one of the 
clergymen sent out with Columbus on 
his second expedition, was, in particular. 
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so itticBgttatit tt the eoirfuct bf the 
eokitfsts, that he dtternAned at oift^ to 
be the pattm of the oppressed In^ibns, 
ftnd td devbte his whofe Kfe tb their 
seftice. Iti the yeat 1517, hfe fnalite & 
^ydge to Spaiti, fei* the purpose of hkv- 
hig^ Some coiiwrStftloA t^th Percferand 
himself on the subject. He fotiiid the 
Mng in dedSning health? atid pressed 
so forcibly tipoii him the neceiSSity of 
Checking tb^ cruelties of hi« subjects, 
that f'erdinatid ti^s much affected, and 
promised to consider of the best means 
tbt amending the eondStion of the In- 
^ans. But he died very soon aflef this 
conversation, atid left all his dominiotts 
to his gf andlsoti, Charles the IHftiV, who 
W^ tety young. Las Cas&s, how^a*» 
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was not easily discouraged. He ad- 
dressed a remonstrance to the young 
king's governor. Cardinal Ximenes ; and 
here he succeeded beyond his wishes; 
for the cardinal, almost immediately, re- 
solved upon sending four perons, whom 
he selected for that purpose, and on 
whom he conferred the power of exa- 
mining into the real state of affairs in 
the colonies, and of settling them as 
appeared most just and right. The men 
whom Ximenes selected for this im- 
portant business, were three monks, 
who had lived a very retired life, but 
whom he believed to be honest, con- 
scientious Christians, who would do 
their duty to the utmost ; and he joined 
with them a lawyer, of whose honesty 
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aftd ability lie tfUs asSttred. With these 
men, Las Caisrus i*etUrti6d to St. Dottiiufgi^, 
greatljrde%hted d* his success. HeWfts 
niuch disftppdint^ in the eWd; though 
I do fidt think, justly so— 

The monks, and theif assdckt^ the 
Iftwy^, pro^^eeded with great caoticm. 
They keft steadtty in tleir the goo* of 
the tifirtives) and the gmd of «bi^ t(AMie$. 
lliey saw that, ^t prtsmit^ th^ )dftn of 
freeing all the Ivt^tm^ without diMinc^ 
tlon, would be prodbtctii^e of for moi^ 
evil than good; f(0i* the indolence 6£ 
these people was so great, that th^ 
would not perforin tive s%h«est «a^ 
witbottt compid^ion ; and now, irritated 
as they were against the Spsoiiar^ls, l^ey 
wmid pmbably hate taken t^ ^mttt 
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909iwt^ tii^iPt as ^QQJx as tbej were at 
Hbertf , which would h»ve bi?ought upon 
them »tiU greater calamine*. Now the 
moukn hoped that, 1^ kind treatment 
and instruction, they might, in a little 
time, be so wrought upon, as that their 
fjpeedom oovHd safely be given to them, 
and yet th^ services to the Spaniards 
be secured. They therefore chiefly ap- 
pUed themselves to making Tegvla,tim^ 
for thw future good treatment, and 
with very good effect. 

The best thing whkh La3 Casa% 
a? a Christian mini^er^ could have done 
at thjp tm^ would have been to devote 
him^i^lf to the instruction of the natives, 
fi^ud to ciH^ciliate both masters and slaves. 
T^ (^ow the farmer, that it was their 
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interest as well as duty, to be kind and 
merciful; and to teach the latter to 
practise the humble. Christian duties of 
patience and submission. Instead of 
this. Las Casas was so dissati^ed with 
all the monks had done, that he would 
not hear reason. He only irritated the 
Spaniards, without doing the poor In- 
dians any good. He said, that the 
Bible told him all men should be free, 
and that he was governed entirely by 
that This could not be, because Las 
Casas, when he found he could not 
accomplish his purpose of freeing the 
Indians in any other way, made a pro- 
posal to the court of Spain, that it 
should purchase negroes fit)m the Portu- 
guese settlements on the coast of Africa, 
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and import them into the West India 
islands, to perform the work of the 
natives ! I cannot help suspecting, that 
he could not really be influenced by the 
Bible, else, surely, his conscience must 
have told him that he was doing a more 
wicked thing in enslaving these poor 
Africans, than the monks were, in re- 
commending the Spaniards not to free 
the Indians at once. Cardinal Ximenes 
knew better, and would not attend to 
his counsel; but the young emperor, 
m?: } Charles, gave his permission to 
one of his favourites, to import four 
thousand negroes from Africa into Ame- 
rica ; and from this time the dreadful 
African slave-trade was begun. The 
Genoese commenced it, and it was 
p 
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earned qq by aevejral oi the nulaeiP^ oi 
Europe. 

Thus a maa, whoae ot^jfot it was tfi 
free a race of pcxMr, qppre^sed buPdaift 
berogs, was the very peraon who iiPitro* 
duced aU the horrors of slavery into 
another part of the globe. This is too 
remavkable a thii^ to be passed by. 
How gi^eatly must Las Casas hav^ de-^ 
ceived himself! His love fto* his feUow- 
creatures could not possiUy be that loxe 
which the Bible directs us to cherish ; 
or it would have taught him, that GroA 
Is not the God of the Indians only, but 
of the Negroes also: yes» of all the 
people on die earth ! 

Las Casas, howeva?, I do not at all 
doubt, was sincere in wishing to serve 
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Ihe Indians ; and, about thtet years 6i* 
terwatdSf he formed a plan foft cirilizh^ 
a great number of them. He begg;ed 
that he might be allowed to settle on a 
part of the €?6ntinent which the ^- 
niards had never visited, with a numbet 
of husbandmen, artificers, &g. ; and he 
had no doubt that, by proceeding in & 
peaceable and gentle manner, he might 
prevaS on the natives to dd^t the 
European customs, and, at last, be able 
to convert and to civilize thenk Tlas 
plan was really a sensible one, and one 
.which has been acted upon with great 
success since ; and we must do Las 
Casas the justice to say, that he showed 
much judgment in forming it, mid that 
Ms patience and zeti upon this oce^ifiicm. 
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are worthy of our admiration. Charles 
the Fifth gave him permission to occupy 
a tract of land extending for three hun- 
dred miles along the coast of Cumana ; 
and he immediately busied himself in 
preparations for his undertaking. But 
he could prevail on very few to attend 
him. At that time, the people who 
visited the new world were, for the 
most part, chiefly eager to acquire 
wealth : few, very few, camQ to Ame- 
rica with Prince Henry's motto, " the 
talent of doing good,^ upon their minds; 
and Las Casas could collect only two 
hundred men, to accompany him upon 
his expedition. With this small body^ 
he sailed from Spain, and touched, in 
the first place, at the island of Puerto 
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a fresh obstacle to the fiueeess of his 
plans. The Spaniards had 6ntic^ airay 
a ntmiber of the inhabitants of Ctttnana, 
in the same manner as they had done 
by the natives of the Lucayo islands; 
and, exasperated at this treachery, they 
had murdered two missionaries, who 
were settled among them. Irritated by 
this aggression, the Spaniards were 
about to revenge themselves, in a most 
dreadM manner, on the inhabitants of 
Cumana, when Las Casas arrived. He 
soon saw that these circumstances were 
likely to defeat all his plans. Stitt he 
persevered, and settled himself and his 
followers, as well as he could, in a de- 
solated country, whose few remaining 
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inhalntants were hostile towards him. 
He did not succeed. The natives fell 
upon him, killed several of his follow- 
ers; and, at last, poor Las Casas, quite 
disheartened, shut himself up in a con- 
vent. 

It is painful to read the accounts of 
benevolent undertakings which have 
been unsuccessful. But let us remem- 
ber, that these undertakings are all de- 
pendent, for their success, upon Grod; 
and that whenever it pleases him, he 
can give blessings to his creatures, 
though not in exactly the same way 
which we may have expected. 

Farewell! 
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LETTER XXI. 

MY DEAR JANE, 

We must now fill up the great 
gap, which is still left in our discoveries, 
between that part of America which is 
called the province of Yucatan, and Flo- 
rida. You know, the Spaniards had rea- 
son to suspect, from what they heard, 
that there was a rich kingdom situated 
not far from Yucatan. Not the same 
country as that which Balboa had heard 
of: that was to the south of the gulf of 
Darien, and was afterwards found to be 
a country named Peru. But thisy of 
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which I am going to speak, was called 
Mexico. Hitherto the inhabitants of 
the new world had been found to be 
mere savages; but there were strong 
ret^ons to suspect that these unknown 
countries were possessed by a race of 
men who had made greater progress in 
the arts of dvfli^ed Hfe; and so it 
proved. 

Fernando Cortes sa26d, in the ye^ 
1519, from the island of Cuba, on an 
ejcpedition of discovery, toy^rditds this un- 
known country. He touched ^f the is- 
kttd of Co^umel, and afterwards, saitittg 
ivtetwatd, he came in sfght of the conti- 
ttent of America. He cast anchoi* at 
the harbotir of St. John cf Ulua, on tht 
Meiricap eoast. Here a canoe fbll of 
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people, two of whom seemed to be per- 
sons of distinction, came off from the 
shore to visit the ship. Cortes found 
that the language of these people was 
different from any with which he had 
become acquainted ; but a female slave, 
whom he happened to have on board, 
understood the dialect of the strangers, 
and she became, the interpreter between 
them and the Spaniards. From her 
Cortes learnt, that these men were the 
subjects of a great king, whose name 
was Montezuma; and that they were 
sent to know what his intentions were 
in visiting them. Cortes spoke in a 
friendly manner to these messengers^ 
and desired them to tell Montezuma, 
that he was come to visit him : that he 
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CAtne as a^^fosiss^dr ftom a g^at WM^ 
nsitchf the king of Spain; md ^lat h« 
cMk) not leave the countrf without see- 
ing him* 

The Mexicans were Dot at all {leased 
at the pi*ospect of entertai^i^ sitek 
guests as Cortes and his nmn; M ikey 
W&» inofe sagacious than the satires ctf 
the isiands, mA sospected that the 1^- 
Idttrcb were not cotne am^mg theta 
nierely out of curiosity. They w^re not 
Wise enough, however, to conceal their 
tipeasuyes; but foolishly endeavoured to 
feiibe the Spaniards to departs hy bring- 
ing theftt such rich jw^sertts as i^ 
flafaed flieir avarice the more. They 
UM Cortes, at the same time, that he 
and his men must remain yf^het^ they 
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iwrf , tm they hwl sent mes^iigersi i« 
Mont^zuw^ to teU him of th^ ^mvei ^ 
the strangerB. White tJWy were sf/df^f 
iog, Cortes obs«rv€4 that several pwflk 
weore employed in majpng dnwisogB, am 
white cotton cloths, of the ships and of 
the dress of the Spaniards, which he ufh 
derstood were to be sent to Monte^un^a* 
The capital city of Mexico, in which 
this kii^ lived, was 180 miles from the 
place where Cortes had landed; but the 
pictures and the intelligence were quick- 
ly conveyed to him, and in a very few 
days the 3«ne messengers returned, wi<i 
a variety of presents for the Spaiuards, 
Among these were seme cotton stuffit, 
manu&ctured in the ^ountrya so fine c^pd 
soft as to resemhte »Jik; pictures also; 
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and) what delighted them more than 
any thing else, two large plates, one of 
massy gold, representing the sun; the 
other of silver, representing the moon. 
Besddes these, there were boxes filled 
with pearls, precious stones, and grains 
of gold. From what you have already 
learnt of the discoveries of America, you 
will conceive how eager the sight of 
such treasures must have made them, to 
explore the wonders of this rich country. 
After the Mexicans had delivered 
these presents, however, they told Cortes 
that Montezuma would not allow them, 
on any account, to approach nearer his 
capital, and that they must now depart. 
Poor monarch! he little knew how 
powerful the Spaniards were, and how 
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idle it was ta forbid their approach! 
However, Cortes had seen enough of the 
Mexicans, to be convinced he must act 
with great caution among them ; ' for, 
although these people had no fire-arms, 
and no skill in battle, they were very 
numerous, and they were an active, cou- 
rageous nation, not easily to be over- 
come. Cortes proceeded, therefore, in a 
determined but cautious manner. He 
built a fort and a town, near the place 
where he had first landed, and he called 
it Vera Cruz. Here he and his follow- 
ers established themselves, and remain- 
ed for about three months, without 
pushing forward into the country.^ 

They sent tiditigs of their situation to 
the court of Spain, and specimens of the 
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riches of this kingdoHi, whiqh th^ bad 
e^ed New Spado; and m 90on as these 
^spatcbes were seAt, Qo^tes resolved 
i^xm a very hold inea@ure indeed. He 
Fe$(olyed to burn the ^ps m whiph he 
9Qd his men had sailed, that they m^ht 
be the more deterpiuiied and eager upon 
pressing forward into Montezuma's Jdng- 
do{i(i; because there were no means of 
escape for them. He put this idea in 
{H*actice, and then, gathering together 
all his followers, to the number of five 
hundred, on they went towards the ca- 
pital of Mexico. 

The account of all their adventures 
on this journeys I cannot possibly give 
ypi^ It is long, and very mteresting, 
aftd you will read it for yourseljf by and 

Digitized by Google 



171 

by. AU I shall tell you is, that, aftet 
inanj hardships and (atigmng marches, 
Cortes and his men, in descending a 
high mountain, canie all at once in sight 
of the vast plain of Mexico, which is a 
most beautiful and fertile tract of coun-* 
try. In the midst of it was a large lake, 
found the borders of which were several 
towns ; and, to crown all, in the centre 
c^ this lake was an island, upon which 
stood Ui^ capital city, adorned with ifcS 
templffs and turrets, f 

The approach to this island was by 
causeways, extending through the hke 
to the mean land; and, as Cortes and 
his followers walked along, woflodering 
at aB they saw, about a thousand Mexi* 
cans, adotned with plunks, and wearing 
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mantles of fine cotton, came from the 
city in procession, to meet them. They 
announced the approach of Montezuma 
himself, (who, now that he found it in 
vain to oppose the Spaniards, was deter- 
mined to treat them with the utmost re- 
spect,) and accordingly, soon after, they 
saw two hundred persons, in a um*form 
dress, with large plumes of feathers, 
marching two and two, in deep silence, 
with their eyes fixed upon the ground. 
These were followed by a company of 
still higher rank, in more showy appa- 
rel ; and in the midst of them came the 
monarch, Montezuma himself, in a chair 
or litter, richly ornamented with gold, 
and feathers of various colours. Four of 
his principal favourites carried him on 
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tiieif shtulciei^; others suf^Kirted a ca- 
nopy of curious wofkmanship bvier his 
head. Before htm marched three offi- 
cers, with golden rods m their hand^ 
whkh they lifted up on high at certain 
intervals, and at that signal all the peo- 
ple bowed their heads, and hid thefr 
faces, as if unworthy to look on so great 
a monarch*." 

When Montezuma had been borne 
nearfy to the place where Corte* and 
his men were stationed^ he alighted from 
his chair, and leaning on the arms of 
two of his near relations, he approached 
with a slow and stately pace; his at- 
tendants covering the street with cotton 
cloths, that his feet might not touch the 
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common ground. Cortes advanced to* 
^ wards him^ and the monarch conducted 
him to a large house, which he had pre- 
pared for him and the Spaniards. 
**You are now," said he, "with your 
bi'others in your own house ; refresh 
yourselves after your fatigue, and be 
happy till I come." IJe then took leave 
of him. And here was Cortes, in the 
midst of a powerful city, the guest of a 
mpnarch who had thousands of subjects 
under his command. We may suppose 
that his feelings were somewhat new 
and strange. But we shall hear more 
of him in the next letter. 
Now farewell. 

Your affectionate aunt. 
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L]BTTER XXII. 

MY DEAR JANE, 

On the evening of the day 
upon which Cortes had entered Mexico, 
Montezuma came to his quarters to pay 
him a visit, and began a conversation 
with him, by means of an interpreter. 
He told Cortes that the Mexicans were 
a very ancient people, and came from a 
country a long way off, conducted by a 
great captain, who, after he had settled 
them in this land, promised that at 
some future time his descendants should 
come and visit them ; and that, from all 
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he had heard of the Spaniards, he was 
convinced they were the sons of this 
great captain : that he was very happy 
to see them; and begged they would 
consider themselves as masters, over both 
himself and his subjects. 

Cortes and his men were, of course, 
glad to take advantage of the favourable 
ideas which Montezuma seemed to en- 
tertain concerning them ; but still they 
felt themselves in a perilous situation, 
for they could not tell how far they 
might depend upon Montezuma's since- 
rity; and if he chose to attack them 
suddenly, they could not hope to be con- 
querors over the numbers he could bring 
against them. 

The city of Mexico contabed about 
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60,000 inhalatants. You must not sup- 
pose it to have been a well-built place, 
with handsome, regular houses, like 
those in many parts of London. No: 
the houses of the common people in 
Mexico were mere huts, like those of 
the savage Indians ; but still, these were 
built in regular order, along the sides of 
the canals; and there were large, opeii 
market-places, in some parts of the city, 
where the people carried on traffic. The 
houses belonging to the noblemen, and to 
the monarch, were a good deal larger; but 
not much like those in Parliament-street 
and Piccadilly, being nothing more than 
buildings of earth, sometimes surrounded 
by stone walls, with towers at proper 
tances. 
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What a&totii^^ Corfees tfee most, 
WAS tM ittgenuity which these people 
had shown, in making the approach to 
their city. 1 told you that Mexico was 
situated on an i^nd in a lake. This 
lake was ninety miles in circumference. 
The i^and was not in the centre of the 
l^e; but in one part it was about a 
laile aikd a half from the main land, in 
another three miles, and in another six; 
mA in these three places it was con^ 
mcjied with the land by causeways^ ot 
^t^ets, formed ^ stone and earth. 
These causeways were not raised mudi 
above tte level of the lake; but here 
and there the Mexicans had left open 
spac^, throu^ which the water flowed; 
and these were covered over with beams 
^^ timber, and those again with earth. 
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The main rtr^et, otr causeway, was a 
bank of earth and stoqe^ ^out thirty 
ffet in hreacUh. How b^rd tfa^^e in- 
dmstrious people must Have Jkahour^, \^ 
fore they could accomplish suf^h a wcHsk 
as this ! and you will observe that they 
were ignorant of the use of irou, au4 
had no horses^ nor any dame$ti(; auw?)^ 
to assist them. 

On oi^e side of the city tbfive was ^ 
causeway^ nor ^^y means of approacli 
but by canoes. Cort^ mght well 1^ 
rather uneasy at his situation; for^ bj 
breaking up tiiese causeways, or but 4 
fflnall part of them, the Mexipaps had it 
in their posrer, at any time, to con&p^ 
him and his meu a» se^mr^y, as we 
might confine yQU ms& Mm^AffW m our 
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old castie, if we broke dowiv the bridge 
across the moat. 

Thinking of all this danger^ and spur- 
red on by his avaricious desires, Cortes 
resolved upon a measure stiU more bold 
and hazardous than that of burning his 
ships. He saw that the Mexicans were 
so attaehed to the person of their king, 
that they would obey his orders, what- 
ever they mi^t be ; and he thought, if 
he could once get Montezuma into his ' 
power, hre could then govern the whole 
kin^om' at his pleasure. He resolved, 
therefore, to seize this monarch, and 
bring him a prisoner to the Spanish 
quarters. 

These audacious Spaniards ! no soon- 
er had they formed their resolution, than 
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they proceeded to put it in execution. 
They went to pay their usual morning 
visit to Montezuma^ and Cortes con- 
trived to post bodies of men at different 
entrances to the palace, and then re- 
quested admission to the king, which 
was readily granted ; all the Mexicans 
retiring, as was their custom, and leav- 
ing him alone with Cortes and his men* 
Judge how surprised the poor king must 
have been, when Cortes, addressing him 
in a har^ tone of voice, accused him of 
having been the author of an insult 
which, he said, had been offered by one 
of the Mexican officers to the Spanish ; 
and required, as a proof of his sincerity 
towwds them, that he would accompany 
them directly to the Spanish quarters. 

R 
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Montezuma was so astonished, that for 
some time he could not spedk; bat at 
last haughtily told CcMrtes, that he was 
not accustomed to 3deld Mmself up a 
prisoner. Cortes and hfe o&cers, how- 
ever, were so peremptory, and frighten- 
ed the poor monarch so much with their 
words, and thai* fierce looks, that he 
yielded in the end, and consented to ac- 
company them. 

His 6fflcers vrtre ealfed. They £d 
not dispute the order he ga?e them; 
but carried hini, weejnng, to the Spa- 
nish quarters. AB the people were in- 
dignant at the haughty stra n g CTS, who 
dared thus to come among them, and 
sieze their king in hi^ palace ; but Mon- 
tezuma appeared before them, wad K/betk 
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they found it to be (^ his own choice 
that he had tak^i this step^ as the S|>a^ 
niards made him declare, they subi^it^ 
ted| and quietly dispersed. 

I cannot tell you all that followed, 
nor do I wish it The Spaniards wei3i 
on, heaping up injury upon injury on 
the Mexicans and their king : they paid 
dearly for it afterwards, when these 
people attacked them and drove them 
out of Mexico, with considerable loss. 
But first, poor Montezuma died, broken* 
hearted; and the end of all was, that 
the Spaniards completely subdued this 
people, and took the city of Mexico, on 
the 15th of August, 1521. 

The brave Mexican prince, who, be- 
i^ame king after Monte«:uma's death. 
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was taken prisoner, and cruelly tor- 
tured, in order to make him confess 
where the royal treasures were depo- 
sited : but it was in vain, for these trea- 
imres had been thrown into the lake, by 
the Mexicans, who were determined the 
Spaniards should be disappointed of the 
wealth they expected to find in this city. 
In fact, it was not for themselves, but 
for their successors, that Cortes and his 
followers had committed all these cruel- 
ties, and lived for years this life of 
bloodshed and cruelty. The treasures 
of Mexico were hid in the bowels of the 
earth; and it was not till long after- 
wards, that the Sjmniards worked the 
-rich mines of Mexico with any success. 
Cortes himself, when, some yews 
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afterwards^ he went to %)aiii, fuU of 
ambitious hope that he shoiUd be re** 
ceived with general respect and honour, 
found himsetf neglected and overlooked. 
He had discovered the peninsula of 
California, and added that province to 
the Spanish dominions, as well as Mex- 
ico ; but his services were not valued as 
he expected, and, full of mortification, 
li^,} he soon after expired. Who will 
envy Cortes ? Who would have envied 
him, had he gained all. he wished, and 
been the mightiest and wealthiest go- 
vernor in the world? Even then the 
poorest Spaniard, who lived i^piietly at 
home, and thought only of performing 
his duty to God and man» would have 
been happer than he. It was not ^^ <9 
r3 
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do good,'^ that he went to Mexico. No : 
it was to enridi himself. The motiye 
was bad, and his actions were bad also. 
. I must write you one more short let- 
ter, on the subject of Mexico. 

Your affectionate aunt. 



^^^%v-v*'V 



LETTER XXIII. 

MY DEAR JANE, 

I TAKE it for granted that 
you have looked for Mexico on the map, 
and know where it is situated, and 
how extensive a country it is. It is stiU 
in the possession of the Spaniards ; and 
when you are older^ and can read his- 

Digitized by Google 



187 
tory with more advantage, you will 
learn many very interesting particulars 
respecting it. As it was the most civi- 
lized state with which the Spaniards 
had become acquainted in America, I 
will tell you a little more about it ; be- 
cause it is really a very curious thing to 
see what progress these people had 
made in the useful arts. 

Their country was a very beautiful 
and fertile one, and the climate pleasant 
and healthy. The natives, we haye 
seen, were industrious. They were all 
clothed; though the common people 
were obliged to wear a diflTerent dress 
from that worn by the nobles, and to 
live in houses of a different form. They 
had directed their attention rather to 
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useful than to showy things; f(Hr they 
had not sought much for the rich metals 
with which their country abounded, 
though they had attained to great per* 
'fection in the art of manufacturing the 
cotton cloth of which their dresses were 
mostly made. They were very ingeni- 
ous in representing the figures of men» 
animals, &:c. with feathers curiously fix- 
ed upcm doth ; and they used pictures, 
lusi the ancient Egyptians did, as hiero* 
glyphics, instead of writing. These pic* 
tures were, however, very awkwardly 
executed. 

It appears certain that the Mexicans 
were an ancient people, from the ruins 
of towns, and here and there, of pyra* 
imds, whidi have been (fiscorered in 
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their country* These pyramids are of 
stpne, in some places, covered over with 
hieroglyphics. They made paper, of the 
leaves of a vety hardy tree, called the 
maguey, (the agave,) which grows equal- 
ly well in the warm and ihe cold re- 
gions of the new world; and, upon 
rolls of this paper, the Mexicans drew 
their pictures, by means of which -they 
<:ontrived to represent the circumstances 
of their history, 

Montezuma, the reigning monarch 
when Cortes entered Mexico, was a 
very absolute sovereign ; and so exalted 
was he, in the ideas of his people, that 
even the nobles always went into his 
presence barefooted,4n mean garments, 

• Humboldt. 
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like his slaves, and paid him homage 
abatiost ai^roaching to adoration^ not 
daring to look up while they spoke to 
him. As for their religion, that was in- 
deed very, very horrible. It was of the 
most savage and cruel kind; foi* they 
not only worshipped animals, but select- 
ed such as are most cruel and blood- 
thirty in their habits: such as serpents, 
timers, &c« images of which they placed 
in their temples, and offered up human 
sacrifices before them. Every captive 
taken in war, was thus offered up to 
thase false gods; and many of the Spa^ 
niards over whom the Mexicans had ob- 
tained a victory, were slain in this 
shocking nouinner. 

When we see how badly the Spa- 
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niards behaved to these poor people, we 
cannot wonder at their rejection of 
Christianity, as it was presented to 
them; but when we look at the Bible, 
and think how far, how very far away 
these Mexicans were from the tight of 
religion, we forget aH their past suffer- 
ings, in the hope that God wiD turn 
them from their ignorant idolatry, and 
grant to their children the knowledge 
and blessings of Christianity. 

I have continued the history pf Mex- 
ico, or rather that of Cprtes, to the year 
1547. But I must now go back, and 
give you an account of a very interest- 
ing voyage of discovery made in 1521. 

|n the mean time, adieu ! 
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LETTER XXIV. 

MY DEAE JANE, 

It was in the year 1521 that 
Cortes took the dty of Mexico. In that 
year the first complete voyage round 
the world was made, by a Portuguese 
gentleman, Ferdinand Magellan. This 
gentleman offered his services to the 
king of Portugal, before he applied any 
where else; but it is remarkable that 
the Portuguese deprived themselves 
twice of the opportunity of enriching 
their kingdom by very important dis- 
coveries ; first, in the case of Columbu$» 
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and next in that of Magellan ; and both 
times the Spaniards profited by their 
overdght. Emanuel^ the king of Poiiiu-' 
gal, did not give Magellan encourage- 
ment. He therefore went to Charles 
the Fifth, the young king of Spain, from 
whom he received great kindness. The 
object Magellan had in view, was that 
of finding a westerly passage to the 
Moluccas, or Spice Islands. You know, 
Don Juan de Solis had discovered the 
river de la Plata, in South America; 
and Magellan was strongly inclined to 
think, that, near this part of the coast 
a strait was to be found, which would 
conduct him into the Indian Ocean. He 
left Spain, with a fleet of five ships, on 
the 10th of August, 1^19 ; but he «pent 
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90 much time in ex^toring tiie Souft 
Amaican coast, in seai^ of the strast, 
that be did not teach the river de la 
Plata tffl January, 1520. TUsittmeiiM 
nmr, so mucii wider than any he Imi 
e?er beftnre seen, tenpted him to entex' 
in, and tmA up it for some darfs; but 
finding the water become moce i^aBem'^ 
and the atreaaa mmGwet, lie netmmed 
agsin,^ and proceeded aloi^ the coast to 
the south. After continoiiig^ this course 
some little tiase, he reached the port erf" 
St. Jniian, where he resd^ed to stay 
dwing t3ie winter months ; as^ it wotdd 
have been dangerous to pursae? hii» 
voyage' through M unkno^trn sea, al flKi» 
season of the year. The climade, how- 
eves-, pit>ved so iresuMtMy severer that 

Digitized by Google 



196 

MageUnn and his people suffered ex^ 
latejmly. One of the ships was iraecked 
in this port; and a mutiny broke out 
among ^e crews of the oiher resseis, 
which it cost him much trouble to sup^ 
press. When the naost trying part of 
the winter was passed awaj^j he agaiB 
8^t sail, still keeping to the south ; and 
at length, to his great delight, he dis* 
covered the mouth of the strait whidh 
separates Terra del Fuego from the 
a)ntinent of South America. , This, in 
spite of the remonstrances of his people, 
he entered ; and in this winding, dan- 
gerous channel, he sailed for twenty 
days, at the end of which time the great 
Southern Ocean opened before him. You 
will soon find the straits of Magellan in 
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the mi^. The passage by Cape Horn 
was not known until some time after- 
wards; ^nd as it was not ascertained 
how far the land called Terra del Fuego 
might stretch towards the south, the 
discovery of this strait was certainly a 
very important one. 

When Magellan had at last obtained 
sight of the wide ocean, he flattered him- 
self that his toils were nearly over, and 
that he should soon reach the Sp|ce 
Islands ; but a long, long voyage was 
yet before him. He sailed for three 
months and twenty-five days, in a north- 
westerly direction, without discovering 
land; and in this voyage the sailors 
suffered dreadful distress. Thar provi- 
sions were almost exhausted ; all their 
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$tock of water was finished or became 
putrid ; and the poor sailors were, many 
of them, diseased. They did, however, 
eiyoy roost beautiful weather during all 
this time; and this circumstance led 
Magdlan to call the ocean upon which 
they were sailing, the Pacific Ocean*. 
After all these toils and hardships, how 
delighted must they have been when 
they arrived within sight of land,, even 
although it was not the desired shore ! 
^^SSu^i The first islands from which 
ihey obtained any refreshment, were the 
ILiadrones, These, though small, are 
FCTy fertile; and the natives supplied 
Magellan and his men with all they 

* According to Humboldt, this ocean has forfeited 
U^ dovoiptiye efi^t long »g^ 
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* wanted: so that they could proceed on 
their voyage with fresh courage and 
.spirit. Shortly afterwards, they came 
-in sight of the Philippine isles, which 
. have since proved a very valuable dis- 
covery io the court of Spain. In one 
of these islands Magellan got into an 
unfortunate quarrel with the natives, 
who fell upon him and killed him, to- 
gether with his principal oflBcers. ^ 
^62£*} So died Ferdinand Magellan, 
of whom we do not know much, except- 
ing that he was brave and persevering. 
The fruijt of his toils viras not lost. Juan 
Sebastian del Cano took the command 
of the expedition, and it proceeded to* 
wards the west. And now it seemed 
clear that the end of their perils was 
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at hand. They came in sight of the 
great island of Borneo ; and, soon after, 
landed at Tidore, one of th^ Molucca 
islands^ for which they were in search. 
Here they found the people ready to 
open an intercourse with them; and, 
taking in a cargo of precious spices, 
they returned to Europe by the Cape of 
€k)od Hope, and reached Spain, 7th of 
September, 1522; having sailed round 
the globe in three years and twenty- 
eight days ! When I say they^ I mean» 
however, the crew of but one vessel: 
one had been wrecked at St. Julian; 
one had deserted Magellan in sailing 
tihrough the straits ; and, of the remain- 
ing three, two were thought unfit to 
continue the voyage from the Moluccas. 
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The discovery pf Mugdten, and this 
complete circumnavigation of the globe» 
w^ the source of great exultation, par- 
ticularly at the Spanish court. Indeed^ 
when we recollect for how many centu- 
ries little or no progress had been made 
in navigation, and what grand discore^ 
ries had now fdilowed one anotb^ so 
rapidly, it does excite pur wonder and 
admiration. It shows us, too, how care- 
ful we should be in not asserting tpa 
hastily, that such and such things cannot 
be done^ merely bec^se wf have nol 
seen them performed. Who would hav§ 
thought, previously to careful ol^rvan 
tipn and experience, that if one ship 
^led towards the east,* and anoth^ 
to the w^t, they QpuJd ev^r have yeacb- 
ed the same point ? 
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It was now a difficult matter to de- 
cide between the Spanish and Portu- 
guese claims to the Moluccas. Many 
people contended that these islands 
were so situated, as to belong, of right, 
to the latter, according to the partition 
made by the pope some years before. 
The Spanish, however, would probably 
have carried their point; but Charles 
the Fifth was at this time engaged in 
several wars, and was unwilling to bring 
upon himself another. So he sold his 
claim to the Moluccas to the Portuguese, 
for the sum of 350,000 ducats ; and the 
Spanish merchants were obliged to give 
up a trade, upon which they were enter- 
ing with great eagerness. In time, the 
Spaniards settled colonies in the Philip- 
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very servkeaUe tp tfaemsdves and to 
thdjr South American subjects. 

Farewell ! 



WITTER XXV. 

About three years after the 
royage round the woiid, which was 
begun l^ Ferdinand Magellan, a dar- 
ing Spanish soldier, named Francisco 
Pizarro, who had accompanied Balboa 
on his expedition across the isthmus of 
Darien^ when he discovered the South 
Sfa, formed the resolution of penetrat* 
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iag into the ridi coaiitty of ;whicb h6 
had then heard so mueh^ and wbidi: had 
not, as yet, been visited by Europeiois. 
This rich couHtry way Peru. You wiB 
find h stretcUfng akng the wtt^mn 
eoast of South America; 9 long aad 
mfrroir trad; of tend, bomided on the 
^ast by the rast diaiir of tiie A»de$« 
Piasarro had formed the plan df his es^ 
pedition, for some years before he was 
enablai to undertake it ; but at kaoigth 
he met with two^ persons who sieenied 
e^ally arekent with himself on the sub^ 
ject» and they ent^ed into ad eng£ife^ 
ment to emjAoy aU their fortune and 
talents upon this adf^mture. Pizarro^ 
as the Imast wealthy of the thre^ e^ 
gaged to ekpose himself to the iJamt 
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dangarous and laborious part of the ex-^ 
pedition. Almagro, one of the other 
partners, was to conduct any supplies of 
men and provisions of which Pizairo 
might stand in need ; and Hernando de 
Luque, a priest who had joined himself 
to them, was to remain at Panama, 
(from whence Pizarro intended to sail,) 
in order to secure these supplies, and 
have them in readiness for him. 

These three men were, perhaps, the 
boldest and most determined adven- 
turers who ever set foot in the new 
world. ' I wish I could give them any 
praise, or feel any pleasure in the little 
history I am going to relate to you. 
But this expedition was undertaken en- 
tiir^y for the purpose of gaining wealth. 

Digitized by Google 



205 

and the men who executed it seemed 
determined that nothing should deter 
them from their purpose. They did not 
even take the trouble of endeavouring 
to conciliate, or to win upon the native! 
of Peru; but declared open war upon 
them, ahnost from the b^inning of their 
expedition. Yet so blind, so weak were 
they, as to strive to persuade themselves 
that they had some religious motives in 
this undertaking. They took the sacra- 
ment before they b^an th&r prepara- 
tions, and engaged to plant the Christian 
religion wherever they went. 

The Spaniards, indeed, seem to have 
entertained the most foolish and wit»ig 
ideas respecting their brethren in Ame- 
rica. Some of them seriously said, that 
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these poor people bad no sools, and ware 
hardly abenre the iH^iites ; and that it was 
<|iiit6 absurd to think they could be des* 
tined to KVe fot ever. How differently 
the IKble speaks ! H speaks ta the poor, 
and the weak^ and the despised, as weU 
aitothekamedt ilaj, if tdls us thAt 
the elever and the wise ^all aften be 
o«itdo»e hj the weak, in the knowledge 
efk»diiities. It telk ue,^ too,, that, ''tlo 
whom nUK^ is ^en, of t^ same miich 
shaU be r6%ilired;" and had thci proud 
and boKsking Spaniards thought of this^ 
they could fearedy, one would think> 
have ventured upoA such u^hriBtian 
pi^oeeedini^. 

Pizttto and Us firiends met with * 
[^at many diseouragfoilEients ; and it 
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was not until after they had made one 
or two uDsuccesrful expeditions, tbat 
Pizarro at length landed near Tmnfaez^ 
*^lSr'} in Peru- Here he fimnd a weU- 
peopled and wdl-cultiirated countoy, the 
natives of xdiich were decently clothed, 
and so fiu* civilized as to have tamed 
and employed domestic animals. But 
what caught the attention of Pizarro 
more than the neatness, and iadustry, 
and mildness of the peo^e, was the 
great show of gold and silv^, iiiuch 
were so commonly used, as to prove the 
plenty of them which existed in the 
country. 

Greedy of gold as the Spaniards were, 
they dared not venture to invade such 
a country as this, without a more nu« 
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nierous body of men ; and Pizarro, find- 
ing he could get no help from the go- 
veraor of Panama, went directly to 
Spain. There he showed specimens of 
the Peruvian gold and the productions 
of the country, and, by his representa- 
tions, prevailed upon Charles the FiAh 
to give him all the assistance he requir- 
ed. He behaved shamefully to his com- 
rade Almagro ; for, while he obtained for 
himself the post of governor and general 
over all the countries he might discover, 
he only asked for Almagro the govern- 
ment of a fort which was- to be erected 
at Tumbez. Luque was to be vicar- 
general, or bishop, over all Pizarro's 
government. Having obtained a supi^y 
of money, and the personal assistance of 
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his three brothers, Pizarro returned to 
Panama. Almagro was much irritated 
at the treacherous part which his friand 
had acted ; but, being of a kinder and 
n^ore forgiving nature than Pizajpro, he 
was soon reconciled to hiin; and Pizarrp 
proceeded to Tumbez. 
imi] It happened that just at the tim^ 
ot his arrival, the Peruvians were at war 
one with another. Two brotibbers were 
contesting the right pf succession to th^ 
government of the country; and one of 
the two, whose name was Atahualpa, 
scdicited the Spaniards to assist him in 
gaining hjs ^nd. Pi^^iro si^w what ad<^ 
vantage this wimld give Im^ He p^ 
tend^ to be sent fro^i a. dis^nc^^ op 
purppse t^ asfifpt; Atahq^p* ifl pvwWR'^ 
T 8 
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ivy his enemies, and marched directly 
t '. join him. Every thing the Spaniards 
!^aw, contributed to give them a high 
idea of the riches of the country, and to 
enflame their avarice ; and Pizarro, who 
recollected how much Cortes had gained 
by seizing Montezuma, formed a plan of 
the same kind, for getting the person of 
Atahualpa into his possession. He re- 
solved that the next day, when he had 
invited this prince to visit him, he would 
put his scheme, if possible, into execu- 
tion. The monarch, or inca, (as he was 
called,) made great preparations for his 
visit to the Spaniards; and Pizarro 
grew so impatient, that he sent him 
seversl messages, to assure him of his 
friendly intentions ; at the same time. 
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suranging his soldiers in such a manner 
as seemed most likely to secure his suc- 
cess. At length the Inca came. Four 
hundred men, in a uniform dress, walk- 
ed first, in procession, to clear the way 
before him. He himself appeared, sit^ 
ting on a throne, or couch, almost co- 
vered with plates of gold and silver and 
precious stones. He was followed by 
his officers and troops, in all amounting, 
it was supposed, to 60,000 men. As 
he drew nigh, a ^anish priest ad- 
vanced, and read to the poor prince a 
a long account of the doctrines of re- 
gion, and infonned him that the pope 
had given the kingdom of Peru to the 
Spaniards, who were come to take pos- 
session of it; promising, that if he sub- 
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ffAtJb^ tQ ikm^f mA embv^fsed the 
Cbrk^i^m &itb» lie $|iqii}d IM tr^^tefl 
Willi kiDdoessi, ftpd ?i^oy jth^k favour 
and protectiw ; Ibiiit if i^, h^ depouBced 
war Qgainftt biin> lind thre^ned hiip 
witfi the most dreadfalyengeimep. Tk^ 
Inca, verj muefa surprised ftt idl thi^ 
which was imperfectly interpreted to 
hiin» at last answered, that he did not 
understand what right the pope, of 
whom he knew nothing, had to give 
awaj his kii^om: that he had been 
brought up iu the religion of Peril, and 
as yet had seen no reason for changing 
it; but he begged to know where the 
^iest had kamt idl h^ tdd him. '^Frora 
diis book,'' said the ^est, holding out 
his prayer-book to him. The iBca 
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eagerly took the book, opened it, and 
turned over the leaves. " Tliis," said he, 
''is silent : it tells me nothing." And he 
threw it down on the ground. The 
priest, angry at this, exclaimed, " To 
arms ! Christians, to arms ! The word 
of God is profaned." 

Pizarro instantly gave the signal for 
attack. His soldiers fell upon the poor, 
defenceless, astonished people : the nius- 
kets and cannon were fired : the cavalry 
rode in among them. Pizarro himself 
advanced to seize the Inca. The Peru- 
vians gathered round, oflFering them- 
selves willingly to die for him; but 
Pizacro, seizing him by the arm, drag- 
ged him away a prisoner to the Spanish 
quarters. Still the bloody wwk went 
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fm\ and the Spaiwr>^ ane said to have 
killed w that day, f^rar tbpusand of the 
natives of Fum ! 

Farewell ! 

LETTER XXVI. 

MY PEAE JANE, 

The captive Inca, as soon as 
he had a litde fecovered from the deep 
^stress into which he was plunged at 
finding himself a {nifion^F, fe^an to 
think how he eould r^inn his libcrfy; 
and soon observing the %mniards' thicst 
£9r gold, he offered an immense ransom 
for his freedom. He undertook to &i 
die apartment in whidi he was ooofined, 
irihidi was twenty-two feet in length 
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and sixteen in toetfdth, wkh ve^iels of 
gold^ as high as he c&uM reach. Pusam)^ 
deiig^ted, eagerly acee|)^ t^ oflfi»^; 
and the prince sen^ o6den to his sub^ 
jecte^in all parts of the Mngdom, to eol^ 
lect these vessete of gold. The Spaniards 
trere astonished at the expe<EtJbn irilh 
which his orddi% were' exectited. Every 
isL% parties of the natires eatriyed, bring- 
ing in their contiributions ; and whett all 
were collected, and the gold melted, it 
amounted to sn iiMttienise snnfc^ money. 
After this, you will expect to hear that 
Pizarro set at Uberty the poor monarch, 
according to his agreement. Alas, no! 
that was far from his thoughts. Alma^^ 
gro, who was not so hardened, begged 
earaestiy Hiat so wiciied and base a 
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part' might not be acted towards this 
prince. But Pizarro was determined on 
the death of Atahualpa; and, regardless 
of all that could be said» he brought 
him to a formal trial, and then caused 
him to be put to death. This cruel 
action greatjiy disgusted Almagro and 
many of his friends; and, at length, 
struck with abhorrence at this and other 
instances of Pizarro's crudty, they re- 
volted from him. Thus a civil war 
began between the conquerors of Paru. 
Almagro, after a time, was taken pri- 
soner by Pizarro and strangled ; but his 
death was revenged by his son, who 
assassinated Pizarro, in the year 1541. 
The poor Peruvians saw their Aerce 
oppressors turning their arms agaiBst 
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one another; but this did not make 
their lot a more happy one, for they 
they were the slaves sometimes of one 
party, sometimes of another, according 
to circumstances; and they met with 
little mercy or kindness from either. 
Meantime the Spaniards made them- 
selves acquainted with great part of 
the interior of South America. They 
crossed the vast mountains of the Andes 
in different directions", visited the plains 
of Quito and of Chili ; and underwent 
all the hardships of which you have 
read, in the account of Ulloa's journey, 
in the •* Winter Evenings." 

One of the expeditions of discovery 
uSa] undertaken about this time, was a 
very remarkable one. Pizarro's brother, 
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Gi^tmalih 4;emptol by arepoorts tiideh he 
heftf d 4^ the wealA df ^die piovinces to 
Hbe eiEUst of tte Andes, was indtroed to 
plim ^m ^expedition iioAo iiiese provinces. 
He tobk with iiim three iitmdred and 
Ibrty ^laordy soldiets, and four thousand 
Indiaiiis, and with tiris fhrce set out 
from'Q^ito. In crossing the JVaides they 
sneered many liardships, and sustained 
great loss; hut tMs was tiothi^; to what 
they underwent when they descended 
into the low countries dn the otiier side. 
For two moi^s the rain cbnthiued, 
witbottt ever ceasitig for a sufficientilj 
long time to aUbw them to dry their 
clothes. T^ey had eniefred upon a vast 
and almost tlesertplain, w9^ch affoided 
little subsistence; and they coidd not 
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advance a steip witiioot cutting their 
road thrcMigh the voods,. cor fcaaning it 
through marshes. Tet stfll tiaejr strug^ 
^ed ea till they reached tine b^ttkaof the 
Coca or Napo river, one ef tlie streams of 
which faHa mto^ the great wix^ Awt^ons. 
You wili And it in the map ef Soutii 
America, M^iere it appears at but a ^rt 
distance firom Qidto. Here Gcmzalo 
Pizarro and his men bniit a andl ba^, 
which they expected would prove oi 
great service, in assisting to convey 
some of their party occasionally by 
water. They put on board fifty of theb 
men, aa soob as it was finished, under 
the command of a young officer named 
Qrrellana; and thes^ were inifstructed to 
conduct the baric down the Napo, as 
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far as to the place where it falls into the 
Amazons^ and ther^ they were desir- 
ed to wait for Pizarro. The stream 
carried the boat along much more swift- 
ly than the nien on foot could follow it; 
and when Orrellana found himself at a 
considerable dista;nce : from Pizarro, he 
formed the bold and treacherous scheme 
of deserting his commander, and follow- 
ing the course of the Amazons river till it 
joined the ocean. This was a distance 
of two thousand leagues ; and Orrellana 
hoped to discover some rich kingdom 
in his route, which should repay him 
for his toils. We can have little idea 
what those toils were. He had no 
means of procuring provision, but by 
force, from the natives; and the river 
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being ^terly unknowa to him,, he was 
in continual dread of meeting with ra- 
pids, OP with Bome obstacles which 
might obstruct his passage. Perhaps 
there wer? times tm whqn Qrrellana 
and his men frit their ccmf ciences re- 
proach them ibr the ba^e action they 
had been guilty oi, in deserting Iheic 
commander and friends. \ F«rh£^ they 
sometimes wisbe4 they had newr left* 
their peaceful bomiBs, lor th^ d^pgers 
and temptations of the Vj^w woi^d. 
Perhaps tb©7 might ^ometimfis ^iak> 
*' Ob! if ve ai?e peTmittsd ^ , return 
figain* we tioll strjy^ %q Uve ks\tm Mvi?$ 
f»tbefi*tiae." But, bo'^^fiYe? |tw W^lf 
be, success put their better thougbts t9 

jBigW. They wm wi?sn w^ft? in 
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reaching the sea, after which they found 
their way in safety to a Spanish settle- 
ment in the island of Cubagua; and 
from thence they sailed to Spain. 

Orrellana pretended to have discover- 
ed, in his passage down the Amazons 
river, a country so rich that the roofs of 
its houses were made of plates of gold. 
He also told a marvellous story of a 
community of women, who were very 
mighty and powerful, and ruled over the 
whole neighbourhood. You ^remember 
Columbus's idea about the seat of Para- 
dise, and that of Pouce de Leon about 
the fountain of ytmth; and you will not 
be surprised that these things were he- 
lieved, 

Pizarro, mean time, when he arrived 
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at the spot where he had ordered 
Orrellana to wait for him, was very 
much surprised at not seeing any thing 
of the boat or his men. Not yet be- 
lieving in his officer's treachery, he 
marched, for forty miles, along the 
Amazon river. At length he came up 
with a soldier, whom Orrellana had cru- 
elly set on shore, and left to perish in 
the woods, merely for remonstrating 
with him on his treachery to Pizarro. 
Confounded at such baseness, the ad- 
venturers prepared to march back to 
Quito. But they were now 1200 miles 
from that place ; and in this long, long 
march, their sufferings were incredible^ 
They were forced to live upon roots or 
berries, on the flesh of their dogs and 
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horses* and even to g«ftw the leather of 
their stddles, AU the Indiai^ peridted* 
^nd all but dig^ty of the Spaniards ; and 
these, when they ^e^entered Quito, were 
i^ed like savages, and so worn o\it and 
wbausted with fatigue, as scarcely to re- 
semble living men. 

I think the love of plunder must have 
been pretty strong, to lead them through 
hardships such as these. Let w rejoice 
and be thankful, that we have no such 
motives aod no such sufferings. 

FareweU! 

MY DEAR JANE, 

' I WILL now give you a little ac- 
count of the Perutians, as I have already 
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done of the Mexicans. Their kingdom, 
as I have told you, extended for about 
1500 miles along the Pacific Ocean; 
but it was boi^nded by the Andes on the 
east : so that its breadth was not by any 
means so considerable. The Peruvians 
boast of being a more ancient people 
than the Mexicans. According to their 
own accounts, the form of government 
and the religion which the Spaniards 
found among them, had been established 
for about four hundred years. They 
did not use paintings, like the Mexicans, 
to record their history; but, in some 
measure to supply the place of these, 
they used what were called quipos. 
These were cords of various colours, in 
which they tied knots : the colours re* 
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th^ k;iiots denoted numbers. But. though 
these i»ig^t serve ^ ^ regi^fejr of di^^s 
mi ;ear§> 9xiA for s^^^i^g ^vq tHo 
mtiPbar df people lE)eU)Dgii^ to 9, pkce 
•r country, Aey coulil i^cA give wjjr nais 
rative of events,, 9nd ^y«re therefore ki-> 
&i!ior to the Mexkau pktuores. 

Tim 9eeoiint wMdb the Perovians 
gave of their leligwn was this: th^ 
|<dd tite Spmiardfi, the^ after tibeir em* 
pire had sul»9iste€l for a hmg time in a 
v^iry lavage state* there apipeared among 
them a man and woman of very m^jes^ 
t^ appearance: that they had given 
th#m laws wA a form of government : 
had bnilt <^m a dty, and instructed 
th^m in domestic arts. Manco Capac» 
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the fiaan^ins^ctellthem In agriculture^ 
«nd Manta OoeUo^ 4be woman, taught 
the fematofi io ^m and 4o weave. Thk 
WQ6» accovdiqg to 4;he Penman accowft, 
tiie -b^nmng ^ the «eign of tiaie bicas.; 
aU of whcmi were descended from thk 
man and woman, wjio caUed th^a^sdves 
childien of the sun, «nd4urected the 
people to worship 4iim9 dnd iolso the 
moon and the stars. 

Noting could exoeed the veneration 
ui windi the Perui^ans hdd tbeir Incas : . 
tbejr n(M; only Tegai^ded them as their 
doverdgns, but as mesaei^efs from Hea- 
ven, and obeyed all Aietr commands 
without hesitation. This region, too^ 
was false and impious ; but it did not 
letMl to meh cruelties as were ^ceroised 
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by the Mexicans; for the Peruvians 
never offered human sacrifices. They 
paid more attention to agricultiu*e than 
the Mexicans, and constructed public 
roads through their kingdom, which 
greatly excited the admiration of the 
Spaniards. They also had learnt the 
art of forming bridges over their moun- 
tain-torrents, which they kept in con- 
stant repair. The liama, or beast of bur- 
den, which the Peruvians employed, was 
somewhat larger than a sheep, and of a 
form a little resembling both a deer and 
a camel. Its wool furnished them with 
clothing, and its flesh with food; and 
it was trained to carry moderate loads 
with great patience and docility. Their 
buildings were of brick^ hardened in the 
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sun ; and their temides, and the palaces 
of their monarchs, displayed more inge* 
nuity than thpse of the Mexicans. 
, You are now becwne acquainted with 
a great part of America; and as mine is 
a history only of maritime discovery, I 
shall not carry you on any further by 
land, through the interior provinces of 
this continent; though I shall have oc- 
casion, by and by, to point out several 
new discoveries in this quarter, which 
enlarged the stock of knowledge re- 
specting them. I believe the provinces 
bordering on the Gu|f of Mexico, from 
Mexico itself to Florida, were at fir3t 
explored chiefly by monks, who tra- 
veUed as missionaries; and in course 
of time, Europeans navigated thjb gulf, 
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aad lieGsiiie acquidnted with ill die 
^fierent oosntries irhicih Ue around it 
To the mxe&i of Florida, a few yan 
tther the j(mod of mimh I am writing, 
^^ry ex^nsivB ooionies W6ffie pianted^ 
and iHiich knowki^ ctf the people and 
tlie 460ttiitr]r obtained. Btft before I 
mefoiAim tlfe, I nmA travel into another 
regim ^ef the globe. W8l you trav^ 
witli «ieP 

Yoor sfledtioBate aunt. 



LETTER XXVin. 

I AM ^s«w vgoit^ (to 4mt^ 
Amtriaa, atnd^atakeymia^wjrageteto 
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A diffisienl part of the gIol>e. Y<m 
know, tbat the object of finding a diorl 
passage to the East Indies had been a 
favourite one for man j ^ears ; and wheq 
Mi^eUan bad performed hia voyi^, 
and it was found that nothing was gain.« 
ed by sailing uTestwards, navigators be* 
gan to turn their attention to the north, 
and to wonder whether a better and 
safer passage might not be fi>und hy 
sailing either to the north-east, naind 
the coasts of Norway, Lapland, Russia, 
&Cr and so southwards through the 
Pacific Ocean to the East Indies; or 
to the north-west by Greenland, and 
round the northern coasts of America, 
isB:] into the same ocean. Accordingly, 
in the reign of Edward the Sixtbi a 
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company of English merchants resolved 
to send out three ships, to explore these 
unknown seas, and, if possible, to find a 
passage to the East Indies. The chief 
command of this little squadron was 
given to Sir Hugh Willoughby, who 
sailed in a ship called the Bona Speranza, 
or Grood Hope. Richard Chancelour 
was captain of the second vessel, call- 
ed the Edward Bonaventure; and Cor- 
neliiis Darfurth was master of the thirds 
called the Confidentia. The instruc- 
tions which these men received from the 
company of merchants who sent them 
out, were more humane and more sensi- 
ble, than those which had been given, at 
different times, to the Spaniards. The 
English navigators were desired to treat 
the natives of the countries to which they 
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were gcnng, with the utmost kindness ; 
and only to c^n a peaceal^le trade wit^ 
them, and endeavour to acquaint themr 
uHves with their manners and customs. 
And king Edward gare them a letter, 
which ikej were to ddiver or explain, 
to the kings and princes of these usr 
known countries. The letter was a 
very sensible one ; and in it king £dr 
ward said, how great a mutual benefit it 
was, for the different nations of the 
earthy to exchange the goods which were 
{iroduced in their respective countries, 
and how much this would increase the 
kindness and good will of men all over 
tiK earth, to one another; as we all like 
those who serve U6» and those whom wt 
serve* 

^^ r I 
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The London merchants and king Ed- 
ward, thought it best not to entrust 
their ambassadors with the task of in- 
structing the heathens in the doctrines 
of Christianity, on this expedition ; but 
they gave them great charges respecting 
their own conduct, and were particu- 
larly desirous that they should not dis- 
grace their reli^on by their bad beha- 
viour to the strangers ; so that, when- 
ever Christian missionaries followed 
them, they might not find a people irri- 
tated by the oppressions of those who 
professed to be Christians. 

All the preparations being made. Sir 
Hugh Willoughby and his three ships 
set sail, on the 20th of May, 1553. 
They had provisions sufficient to last 
^hem for eighteen months, as it was 
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thought very likely that they would be 
obliged to winter in some northern port. 
A great many of the nobility went to 
Greenwich, to see the ships set sail ; but 
poor king Edward the Sixth was too ill 
to go, and he died not long afterwards. 
When the ships reached Harwich, Ri- 
chard Chancelour was very uneasy about 
the state of the provisions on board his 
ship, as they were already far from be- 
ing in a fit condition for such a voyage : 
and, as he set sail, he could not help 
thinking of his two little sons, whom he 
had left behind in England, and who 
would be orphans if any thing haj^ened 
to him*. But he was a truly brave and 
a good man, and he committed them 

• Hackhiyt. 
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«nd himself to the care of God ; trust- 
ing that they would not be forsaken. 

The three ships sailed on with tolera- 
ble prospmty, till ttiey had passed Heli- 
goland, and the Lofoden Isles, in the 
month of August; but a storm hare 
coming on. Sir Hjm^ WiUoi^faby gave 
directions, that, in case the ^ps w^e se- 
parated, they were each to make the best 
of their way to the harbour of Ward- 
huys, in Norway. Hardly was this set- 
tled, b^ore so violent a tanpest arose, 
as completely separated Chancefour'^ 
diip from tbe other two, which were 
driven far to the aorth, and Chancelmir 
saw no more of them« Willoa^by, 
however, is known to have proceeded a 
good deal further, and to have disco- 
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vered Spitzbergen or East Greenland, 
which was hence called, for a long time, 
Willoughby's Land. After many dan- 
gers, he anchored in a bay on the north- 
ern coast of Lapland, where he resolved 
to winter. Alas! poor Willoughby! 
He never left this port again ! He and 
all his men were frozen to death ; and, 
some time afterwards, his ship was dis- 
covered, and the account of his voyage, 
written in his own hand, together with 
his will, dated in January, 1554, were 
found also. He must have remained for 
more than three months in this situa- 
tion. 

We do not know much of Willough- 
by; but what we do know is favour- 
able ; and though his history is melan- 
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cfaoty^ it gires me far more pleasure 
thftQ that of Cortes or Pizarro. 

We stedl be able to continue bur ac- 
count ef Richard Chancelour for a 
longer time. But this I must leare to 
toy next letter. 

Now Adieu ! 



LETTER XXIX. 

MY D£AE JANEf 

When Richard Chancelour 
found himself left with only one ship, in 
these dangerous northern seas, his spirit 
a little failed him; but he bore away to- 
wards Wardhuys, as Sir Hi^ WH- 
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loiigbby htal d^iined; and, doiriding the 
North Ca^, reaebed tim port in safely. 
Here he waited for a ccHifidairable time; 
but seeing nothij^ of the shi|^, he re^ 
ucived to poKSue fab ir^jtage aLdie. It 
was a great {deaaure to hisn, to see that 
aU his brave men were desrous to (mto* 
oeed, 9nd perform their dutjr to him 
taaad to their countrf , rather than return 
in a cowardly mamier. So on thej 
went, cheerfiiHj wad patiently; and 
prosperous winds, brought them into the 
bay of Aitjiangd, before the winter had 
fiurlf set in. 

Azchangsl is, bb you will see, by look, 
ing at the map, in Itustia or Museovy; 
and when Chancdour cast andior iii 
bay, the yude natives, wlio had 
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never seen a vessel of this dze before^ 
came off in numbers from the shore, to 
behold tbe strange spectacle. Russia 
was at this period just coming out of a 
state of great barbarism, into a more d* 
vilized condition. The native of this 
large empire had, indeed, for many 
years, maintained some intercourse with 
the nations of Europe and Asia by land. 
In particular, the Russian merchants 
traded with Persia, and with Constanti- 
nople; from whence they received the 
rich commodities of the East, in ex- 
change for sables and valuable furs, the 
produce of thdr own country. From 
Constantinople they gained their know- 
ledge of the Christian religion, which 
Cfaancelour found established among 
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them; and finding, by the natives who 
came from the shore to visit him, that 
their king,' Iwan Vasiliwich, lived at 
Moscow, a great dty at the distance of 
1200 miles from Archangel, Chancelour 
dispatched a messenger to the court of 
this monarch, stating the purpose of his 
visit, and the wish of his sovereign to 
enter into a treaty with him. 

Iwan, though but a barbarous king, 
had sense enough to see the advantages - 
which he might derive from a trade 
with the English; and he sent in an- 
swer, an invitation to Chancelour to 
visit him at his court at Moscow. It 
was no trifling journey which this brave 
Englishman had before him: however, 
he did not hesitate about it, but set off 

Y 
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fin* Moscoir, in om pf tSie tsle^ges iiiewii 
in this £oiiBtri% «d iimi?ed them m 
$a£€jty. When n«ti^odiicfd to tie mo* 
najok, M €mr^ ht dfiiivwed <nie <»f £d- 
wmd the Sbctii^s kttets to hiai. It mm 
writtea in Greek; andl tibe chasmbiun of 
tUs iaagmii^ nmdk resemUe thwe (rf 
the Siasoovkes. Iwaaii was pleased with 
the letter, and gsre ChancekMit a ¥try 
ikKiidlf EscqpiioB, eqpieuuig his 'Adi- 
Ihifiieig to trade inth iht ikigbsh bf 
wsf of AmAmxkgA; and Chanodour lieft 
hia oonirt, highly pfeased wifh his suc- 
cess. He had a firaqievous vo7«g€ 
homew'wrds; Imt fiEnmd king Edwatd 
dead, and ^ueen fttoj upea the threae. 
He uros soon sent badk to Rassia agafai. 
With fresh iastroctions^ and fidi powoa 
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t}& filter into a commercial treaty with 

After Cbtfieeloiir had acccnnplished 
this 6hy&ct, he returned towards England 
once more^ Imn^ng irbh hnn a pveaemt 
&0tti the <S2ar to qmeen Mary, and an 
dfnbag^^or, who w« to take np hb re- 
^detk^e in London. But wften they 
imA rtadidl the Scottish coast, the re^ 
^^^15^} gel fSttnck upoB a hidden rock, 
and our brave Richard Chancelour, with 
many of his pet^e, was drowned. The 
Hiissiaii ambassador was saved, and con- 
ducted to London, where his singular 
d|^earance greatly entertained the court 
of queen M»y. 

A Russian merchants' company was 
firom. this time formed in London, and 
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great nmtual advantages resulted from 
the trade carried on between these two 
countries. This intercourse was like- 
wise useful to us in other ways; for 
tiie Russian company sent out ad- 
venturers to explore the seas beyond 
Archangel, and they endeavoured to 
open a trade; with. Peraia,^ by;means of 
ihe Russiaiss. An Englishman, named 
Anthony Jenldnson, in particular, tra- 
velled by their direction over a great 
part of the southern and eastern parts 
<^ the Russian dominions, of which, till 
then, very little was known; and he 
sailed all raund the Caspian Sea, which 
had never been before explored by Euro- 
peans. 

The knowledge which Jenkinson thus 
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admired, was of retj impoi^tftBt assiat- 
antt in geography. The trade hj 
Archangel flourished meantime; aiid 
tilufc was the only port of naVal commu'- 
imration possessed by the Russians^ till 
the time of thehr ^nperor, Peter the 
GittBt, who began his reign in the year 
1696, and built St. Petersburgb, which 
brought him aft extensive commerce 
with Europe, by way of the Gulf of Fin« 
land, and the Baltic Sea. . 

The passage to the East Indies by 
the north-east was ahtto&t despaired of, 
during this time; though several at- 
tempts were made to petietrate the ice, 
ind to teBjch Chiim in thdi^ direction, but 
$Ui in ram. 

In the ytar 1.5d7> thi English stot 
Y 3 
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out a vessel, under the command of Ste^ 

S ni Burroughs, to search for poor Wil» 
; >iighby and his men; but after coasting 
r.ir some time along a dreary countiy, 
vhich must have been Spitzbei^n, 
Burroughs returned in despair. 

We will try the north-west passage in 
our next. 

Your affectionate aunt. 



LETTER XXX. 

MY DEAR JANE, 

If you are not quite tired 
of hunting about for a short passage to 
India, we will now sail with Martin 
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Frobisher to the north-west, and try if 
we can find a ** royal road " in that di- 
rection. But we must stop by the way, 
to observe that, the island of Iceland, 
and the large tract of land called Green-' 
land, about which we are going to 
speak, were known to Europeans many 
years before this period. 

Iceland, where are the boiling springs 
called Geysers, and the burning moun- 
tain, Heda, was converted to Christian- 
ity in the eighth century. The people 
of Norway sent missionaries to this 
island, and one of the first printing- 
presses invented, was carried over, and 
set to work there. The Icelanders, in 
their turn, discovered West Greenland, 
where they planted a colony, in the year 
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i9*> fefter Chrirt. This dolony pfero^r- 
fd fof ai tiifa^: arid, in the yedr 1122, 
th^ setttef^ c^^ a toteb<^^ Who wedt ta 
thett f^oiHi N(tfvrty. Tbey «e kdowii 
to h^^ kdfd deVefiteen stictessivfe biihops 
frbnt this c(mfttry, asd i& hive kept up 
« t(j(hstmt trad* ttith Norway, Den- 
mark, &c. ; but from tM tiiste df send-* 
ii)g tM im M^dp^ thdt is, in i^ yfear 
1406, vfery little had B^ii heafd o^ ttw 
Ol«§nl^4e»l. A dt«&afbl 8iek«e^ c«tU. 
^ «h6 Blafclk D^Hth, hsA i^ged bAdnf 
thtfa, and, il mw& ^Up^6^ed, hfid tl^arly 
d^brb^^ed kH thie ChfisU^m kib^Utdfltd 
dflhectftotty. 1^6 e(*«*«l Werft gfta- 
dtbd bbt% dh thk eastern aiid W^eMI 
c6a^s of (i*eettiafad ; &at ttie s^ *n t** 
ek^^rxi side, ms 66 bR^k^ \ip «lftl il« 
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as to be impassable, and on the western 
coast,, hardly any remains of civilization 
have since been discovered ; so that, if 
the descendants of the old colonists are 
not all lost, they must be settled some* 
where on the eastern side. 

Our queen Elizabeth sent Martin 
Frobisher, on an expedition of discovery 
to the north-west, in the year 1676. 
He took the command of two ships, and 
set sail on the 15th of June ; and, on 
the 11th of July he reached the coast of 
Greenland or Friesland. The thick 
mists, and the rockiness of the coast, 
prevented Frobisher from approaching 
nearer ; but bearing away to the west, 
he saw a high cape, which he named 
queen Elizabeth's Foreland. All this 
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tme, great qiiailtkies of ice sreirrMiided 
Unti; but keeping to tke west, he at 
lingtb enter^ m str^t^ whiob » stHI 
eftUed Ffobbhisr's sit ait. He wm petd^ 
Ij ddi^hted at thb circum^tattcd, tUink^ 
iDg he had noiv* cbscoviened Ike passagff 
inter &e Indian Octeo. The stmit ifdelf 
IB mat^j w passiElgr between a gtodp of 
id&ilds, wfadch foia wttl find at tlii en^* 
inace 't6 Hndtioif s Bay ; tfadugb Fro»> 
Msher thou^t he Iiad t§ie continent of 
A^ on one hand, and tftat of Americia 
M the 0<Jber. 

He tald^ <m otte of thene islands^ 
and foatfd the peofde very san^; so 
tmah fs6i that they entrap}>ed five of his 
m«o» (who were never heatd of i^ter« 
wirds^ airif #ar^ very near catching 
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FrokHshor liimt^df. !S^ the ktter, ift 
his torn, eftticed 0a« of tiie id^i^^eM 
into t^ diip, fidKl made him ft {yrfsoner * 
This poor man tdietmaHs SkA on the 
passage back to £ij^^^. 

Frobi^et €ia£ied for tibeut sktty 
kagues in these isttaiu^ and then retuttr*^ 
ed, tningkig wi^ him a large piece of 
black stoae^ which was supposed to con^* 
tabt ffAd, a»d tempted many of the 
English to fbflow Mm next year^ in the 
hi^ of fimMog great liches in ihis coun- 
I37, which FMiQsher caNed Meta Intog^ 
niia. 

He went out a second and a thii*d 
tune, not much to the advantage either 
of himfldf and his fyU^wets, or the cause 
oi discol^^. fo tiie year 1S85, how- 
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ever^ another Englishman, John Davis, 
undertook an expedition towards the 
north-west He soon came in sight of 
the southern promontory of Greenland, 
which rears its. head like a siigar-loa^ 
into the clouds, covered with snow, and 
surroupded by such rocks of ice, that 
Pavis called it the Land of Desolation. 
From thence sailing northwards, he 
landed^ at several places on the western 
coast of Greenland, and had intercourse 
with the natives, who appeared a friend- 
ly and simple race of people, but, like 
many of the savages, very thievish. 
You will easily find Davis's Straits in 
the map. 

The channel through which he sailed 
mi) was afterwards further explored by 
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Baffin, who went northwards as far as 
the ice would allow. Hudson, mean- 
im'l time, another navigator, had ex* 
plored that part of the sea, adjoining to 
the coast of Labrador, which is called 
after him, Hudson's Strait ; and from 
thence had entered into the large bay, 
called Hudson's Bay, which much ex- 
tended our acquaintance with North 
America* Many other navigators have 
attempted to get through the ice at the 
bottom of Baffin's Bay, and to penetrate 
to the west as far as Behring's Straits, 
which would lead them into the north 
Pacific Ocean; but all in vain at pre- 
sent. Still we do not despair ; and last 
year two ships were sent out, under 
Captain Ross and Lieutenant Parry, to 
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explore Baffin's Bay once again. These 
proceeded as far north as it was possible 
on account of the ice ; and when they 
could get no further, they first tried to 
obtain a passage by Jones's Sound, and 
then by Lancaster's Sound; both of 
which you will find in a chart of Baffin's 
Bay. -- 

However, Captain Ross says, that 
land was distinctly seen at both these 
sounds, stretching directly across the 
place where it was supposed a strait 
might be found ; the ice extending for 
several miles from the shore. Still, " to 
make assurance sure," Lieutenant Parry 
is gone out again ; and, perhaps, before 
I have finished writing, you may hear 
that he has succeeded in discovering this 
wished-for passage. ^ 
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One thing seems very plain : that 
such a discovery would be chiefly im- 
portant as a matter of curiosity, not as 
being likely to promote the interests of 
trade. When the Portuguese sailed 
round the Cape of Good Hope, they had 
some fancied and some real dangers to 
contend with; but none like those on 
the north-west passage. Still, perhaps, 
we had better say nothing on this sub- 
ject, while we remember how many, 
many difficulties have already been over- 
come. Let all persevere. Let us only 
take along with us Prince Henry's 
maxim, " To do good" and we will not 
fear any dangers. Perhaps if we gain 
no benefit ourselves from our discoveries, 
we may be the means of carrpng bless- 
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ings to others. How delightful it will 
be» if we are permitted to do this ; and 
how happy the brave navigator who has 
discovered countries and kingdoms, not 
to persecute and make the poor inhabi- 
tants miserable, but to do them good^! 

• How beautiM are Cowper's lines upon the con- 
dition of the poor Greenlanders, subsequent to the visits 
of the Moravian Missionaries ! 

r 

« O blest within th' enclosure of your rocks, 
Nor herds have ye to boast, nor bleating flocks: 
No fertilizing streams your fields divide, 
That show reversed the vilhis on their side: 
No groves have ye; no cheerM sound of bird, 
Or voice of turtle, in your land is heard ; 
Nor grateful eglantine regales the smell 
Of those, that walk at ev'ning where ye dwell: 
But winter, arm*d with terrors here unknown. 
Sits absolute on his unshaken throne; 
IHles up his stores amidst the frozen waste, 
And bids the mountains he h^ built stand fast ; 
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I have carried on my account of the 
progress of discovery in the Northern 

Beckons the legions of his storms away 
From happier scenes, to make your land a prey; 
Proclaims the soU a conquest he has won. 
And scorns to share it with the distant sun. 

Yet Truth is yours, remote, unenvied isle! 
And Peace, the genuine offspring of her smile: 
The Pride of lettered Ignorance, that binds 
In chains of error our accomplished minds, 
That decks, with all the splendour of the true, 
A fidse religion, is unknown to you. 
Nature, indeed, vouchsafes for our delight 
The sweet vicissitudes of day and night: 
Soft airs and genial moisture feed and cheer 
Field, fruit, and flower, and ev'ry creature here ; 
But brighter beams than His who fires the skies, 
Have iis*n at length on your admiring eyes. 
That shoot into your daiicest caves the day, 
From which our nicer optics turn away.'* 

C<rwper*» Poem on Hope, 

z 3 
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Seia, and left another great navigator far 
behind; but nd(W we must go back to 
him. 

Farewell ! 



LETTER IXXI. 

MY DEAB JANE, 

While navigators were en- 
deavouring to find a passage by the 
north-east and north-west to India, the 
work of discovery went on in the South 
Sea; which, now that Europeans had 
settled in Peru, was frequently tracked 
by European ships. Ferdinand Magel- 
lan was the first navigator who had ever 
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crossed this vast ocean ; but when once 
the way was opened, many adventur- 
ers followed. The trade between the 
Spanish settlements and the Philippine 
Isles, became a very profitable one to 
both parties ; and several islands were 
discovered about the year 1567, which 
proved b£ great importance to the Spa- 
niards. Alvaro de Mendana, one of 
their Peruvian settlers, discovered the 
Solomon Isles; and Juan Fernandez 
found out the island which bears his 
name, and on which Alexander Selkirk 
afterwards lived so long alone. 

The sailor, Juan Fernandez, it is said, 
was the first discoverer of the large tract 
of land called New Holland, or, more 
properly. Terra Australis. But of this 
we cannot Be certain. coooIp 
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In the year 1577, our English queen^ 
Elizabeth, who, you know, sent Martin 
Frobisher to the north-west, dispatched 
Sir Francis Drake on an expedition to 
the South Sea. This was only the 
second complete voyage round the 
world; and it was thought much of, 
and was the cause of great exultation to 
the English. Sir Francis, after he had 
passed through the Straits of Magellan, 
was driven by a storm to the south, be- 
yond the latitude of Cape Horn; and he 
167^ } was the first European who saw 
the southern promontory of Terra del 
Fuego*. 

Drake had five ships on this expedi- 

• Afterwards visited (in 1616) by the Dutch nariga- 
tors L^ Maire and Schouten, who coasted the eastern, 
southern, and western sid^ of Terra del Fuego. , 
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tion, but was obliged to proceed on-^ 
wards with only two, after the separa- 
tion which this storm had occasioned; 
and he never saw his sc^tered ships 
again, in the course of the voyage. He 
himself bent his course towards the 
northern Pacific Ocean, which he wish* 
ed to explore, in order to find some com* 
munication with the Atlantic. Sailing 
due north, after he had left the coast ci 
Mexico behind him, the cold became so 
piercing, that the ropes and tackling of 
the ship were completely stiffened, and 
the meat frozen almost as soon as taken 
from the fire. 

On the 5th of June, 1579, they salv 
land, full north, and found that it 
stretched considerably to the west. This 
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surprised them, as they expected to find 
the continent of America incline to the 
east. Here, however, they entered a 
harbour, which you will find in the 
chart laid down as Drake's Harbour, to 
the north of California. It became ne- 
cessary at this place to repair one of the 
ships, and, in doing so, to land the stores 
and goods. The natives, observing the 
proceedings of the strangers, came round 
in crowds, looking on with great respect 
and awe, and showing no hostile inten- 
tion. Signs were made to them to put 
down their bows and arrows, which they 
did; and presents were made to them. 
In the evening they retired, seemingly 
much pleased ; but, after a little time, 
the English heard great cries and lameu- 
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tations proceeding from among their 
dwellings, for which they could not ac- 
count; and they were still more sur- 
prised to find that not one native came 
near them for two fdlowing days. On 
the third morning, however, they re- 
turned^ bringing back all the presents 
which the English, had made them ; nor 
could they be prevailed upon to touch a 
single article. It appears as if they 
were afraid of receiving some injury 
from the strangers, and had settled it 
among themselves, that they would ac- 
cept none of their dangerous gifts. 

This part of the coast of North Ame- 
rica has only once before been visited ♦ ; 
but the commander who explored it had 

•ByCabrmo,ilil541. 
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behaved with kindness towards the na- 
tives, who, though shy, were not hostile, 
^nd soon afterwards became better ao 
quainted with the English; and I am 
glad to find that nothing was done hy 
Drake and hb men to incense them 
against Eui^opeans. 

The soil of this country was very 
fertile, and stocked with herds of fine 
deer. Drake gave it the name of N^w 
Albion. It was by this time too late in 
the season for him to attempt a passage 
northwards : he therefore returned in a 
westerly direction, by the Moluccas and 
by^the Cape of Good Hope, and, after 
a very tedious voyage, reached EQgland 
safdy, having be^ absent two year» 
and ten moAths. 
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Queen Elizabeth was much pleased 
with the result of Drake's expedition. 
She dined with the admiral on board 
his ship at Deptford, and conferred the 
honour of knighthood upon him. The 
ship was preserved at Deptford for many 
years; and, when qi|ite decayed and 
broken up, a chair was made of one of 
the planks, which was presented to the 
university of Oxford. If you and I ever 
go to Oxford together, we will remem* 
ber to ask for this chair. 

Your affectionate aunt 



A a 

Digitized by Google 



S66 



LETTER XXXII. 

MY DEAE JANE, 

Though I have not said aU 
that might be said on the subject of 
maritime discovery, I have very nearly 
finished all that I at present wish to say 
to you. I have entirely l^ft out some 
very interesting accounts of voyages, 
which I hope you will one day read for 
yourself; because all I wished was to 
give you a little idea of the steps by 
which we attained the knowledge oT 
geography which we at present possess. 
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When European nations began to 
plant colonies in America, a rapid pro- 
gress was made in the geography of that 
continent. The English settled in Vir- 
ginia, the French in Canada, and the 
Spanish spread themselves over South 
America and Mexico. But the great 
Pacific Ocean still invited the navigator 
to explore its vast expanse. In so do- 
ing, a number of beautiful and fertile 
islands have been discovered ; and when 
you read the narrative of Captain Cook's 
voyages, you will hear of the Otaheitans, 
and the natives of the Sandwich islands, 
with much interest. 

. The coast of Asia too has been ex- 
plored ; and it has been ascertained that 
the northern extremity of America 
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very iiearly joins the old continent of 
Asia/ It is, however, not yet known 
whether they really are united; and this 
is one of the objects which, perhaps, 
lieutenant Parry will be able t6 ascer- 
tain. That large tract of land called 
Terra Anstralis, is also a very interest- 
ing object with gec^raphers. Captain 
Flinders coasted round great part <^ 
it a few years ago;, but the interior 
of the country is but little known^ 
Botany Bay, to which we send many of 
our bad people, is a settlement on the 
eastern side of this country. But the 
greater part of this large tract of land, 
which is nearly as extensive as the con- 
tinent of Eui^pe, is yet unexplored* 
Thus, you see, the world must not be 
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conceited, and think it has nothing new 
to learn. Is it not a happiness, how- 
ever, to be bom at a time when the peo- 
ple of the different nations of the eartti 
are so far advanced in their acquaint- 
ance with each other's situations and 
respective wants and wishes? It is de- 
lightful to feel that some progress, and 
so great a progress, has been made in 
this mutual knowledge ; and, above all, 
to hope and believe that distant coun- 
tries will help one another, and be help- 
ed, in attaining the best and noblest 
knowledge, the knowledge of their God 
and Saviour. 

We have now travelled round the 
world together, my dear Jane, till, I 
think, you must be tired as well as I. 
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Farewell then; and remember, that. 
I expect our next voyage, or journey, 
will be mad^ side by side; and that I 
^all not go on journeying at B — r— , 
unless you will travel thither to join 
me. Believe me, my dear fellow- 
yoyager. 

Your aflfectionate aunt. 
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Note A. (Seepage 16.) l 

Constantinople obtained the productions of the 
East, first, through Alexandria; afterwards, by a 
new channel. They were carried up the Tndus^ 
and thence were transported, by land, to the Oxu» 
River, which then ran directly into the Caspian Sea. 
From the Caspian they entered the Volga, and, sail- 
ing up it, were carried by land to the Tanais, or Don 
River, which brought them to the Euxine Sea, whero 
vessels from Constantinople awaited their arrivaL 

Note B. (See page QBs) 

I am aware that a very tragical history is connected 
with the supposed first discovery of Madeira, some 
time before this; but have thought it better to follow 
Dr. Robertson's example, in passing over in silence 
whatever is not absolutely ascertained. For this 
reason, I have said nothing of the account of prince 
Madoc^t expedition, given in Uakluyt 
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Note C. (See pagi 85.^ 

The account of Vasco de Gama*s voyage is taken 
from the **Recueii dc Voyages/' by M. Campe. 

Note D. (See page Q^.) 

It is singular that Robertson, who records the 
dates of the discoveries both of Cabot and Columbus, 
should not have observed that the former navigator 
hsid at least a prior claim to the honour of having 
first seen the continent of America. I have felt 
fearful of making a mistake on the subject; but the 
^e of Cabot*s expedition is, as far as I can find, al- 
ways fixed at the year 1497. There appeiu*s strong 
reason to believe that the northern coast of Labrador 
was discovered by the NorwegLan settlers in Green- 
land, as early as the year J 001 . 
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